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Lance Freeman : There Goes the 'Hood: Views of Gentrification from the Ground Up  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised There Goes the 'Hood: Views of Gentrification 
from the Ground Up: 

1 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Excellent BookBy W.R.N.WI highly recommend this book to 
anyone interested in urban housing and gentrification processes that are occurring in most major US cities. The author 
uses data drawn from qualitative interviews to understand the experiences of local residents as their communities 
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undergo new transformation.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Everyone should read this book!By 
Denim DivaThis is a highly readable, intelligent and scholarly study of gentrification in two New York City 
neighborhoods. I absolutely recommend it to anyone who is interested in or concerned about gentrification and its 
effects on the human beings who live in the affected areas.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Truly An 
On-the-Street Perspective on GentrificationBy Sean A. BeneshThis is one of the best works I have ever read on 
gentrification. Lance Freeman does a masterful job of weaving in personal interviews (which most treatments on the 
topic seem to overlook) throughout the book which gives the reader insight as to how indigenous residents feel about 
the process. I came away from the reading with a deeper and more well-rounded grasp of the subject. Lastly, I 
appreciate Freeman's honesty and humility in handling the topic in that he pointed out the positives along with the 
negatives.

There Goes the 'Hood analyzes the experience of gentrification for residents of two predominantly black New York 
City neighbourhoods. It thereby adds an important yet often overlooked perspective to debates on gentrification - the 
residents of formerly disinvested neighbourhoods themselves. Their perspectives suggest that neither gentrification is 
neither entirely threatening or redemptive for urban neighbourhoods. Rather, it can both offer a better life and threaten 
long-established communities. While residents appreciate the opportunities, they resent that it often takes full-scale 
gentrification to make their neighbourhoods nice. The concluding chapters of the book suggest ways for limiting the 
negative aspects of gentrification and new ways of thinking about gentrification and the inner city.

From Publishers WeeklyRather than hewing to theory by asking professionals about gentrification in minority-
dominated urban areas, Columbia assistant professor Freeman takes a practical approach, bringing his questions to the 
residents themselves. Focusing on New York City neighborhoods Harlem, in Manhattan, and Brooklyn's Clinton Hill, 
he asks residents about everything from widespread retail development to expensive apartments and residential 
developments. What he uncovers is a "nuanced reaction toward gentrification. ... welcome by some and feared and 
loathed by others, and even dreaded and welcomed at the same time by the same people." It's Freeman's pursuit of this 
duality that makes the book strong-he's willing to admit that gentrification is both a pleasure and a problem, rather than 
setting up camp on one side. He explores the reasons that residents welcome gentrification, and the very real, though 
by no means universal benefits imparted by it. Simple experiences like grocery shopping in a clean, well-lit store, or 
eating at a decent restaurant, are new and much-appreciated by indigenous residents-except that those residents must 
struggle to afford such places, despite the measure of economic opportunity created by them. That sense of balance, 
combined with the powerful voices of the folks involved, that makes this study important and informative. 16 b w 
illustrations.Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. "An 
important book. We know very little about black neighborhoods and how they are changing. There Goes the 'Hood 
will add much to the gentrification debates."-Kathe Newman, Urban Planning and Policy Development, Rutgers 
UniversityFrom the PublisherHow does gentrification affect residents who stay in the neighborhood? 


