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8 of 9 people found the following review helpful. Just because a book isnt what you wanted it to be does not make it a 
bad book. The essays about the destruction of the ...By Lee WhiteJust felt I needed to address the previous comment 
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here. This book is not intended to be an overview or narrative of the Tennessee Campaign it is a book of essays that 
cover various topics connected to the campaign. How could the previously unpublished portion of General Patrick 
Cleburne's diary not be "new ground"? Just because a book isnt what you wanted it to be does not make it a bad book. 
The essays about the destruction of the Army of Tennessee's Officer Corps is excellent and the "Killing" at Franklin 
are very enlightening. I highly recommend this book to those who have a working knowledge of the campaign and 
wish to learn more about the 1864 Tennessee Campaign.4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. A Great 
Collection of Essays on Hood's Tennessee CampaignBy b1776cr7This is a great collection of interesting and insightful 
essays on Hood's Tennessee Campaign of 1864. For those reviewers who were complaining that this is not a narrative 
or battle study, there is a great book already out there that fills that role; a book called For Cause For Country by Eric 
Jacobson. That is not the purpose of this collection. This book is supposed to provide a variety of perspectives on 
aspects of the campaign, as do the other books in the Civil War Campaigns in the Heartland series. And it does this 
very, very well.11 of 25 people found the following review helpful. which are better at explaining some detailsBy 
John M O'ReillyThis book does NOT open any new ground in respect to the Nashville campaign. There are some 
maps, which are better at explaining some details, but there is nothing here but a collection of historical theses, several 
of which have nothing at all to do with the supposed subject.The only part of the history of this campaign before 
Franklin is the isolated battle of Allatoona. There was only passing mention of Columbia and some details of the 
Franklin massacre of Confederate generals. There was very little setting of the scene of events leading to Nashville, 
nothing about Bedford Forrest's activities except at Spring Hill, nothing of Schofield's activities at Franklin, and 
nothing about the retreat after Hood's defeat. If this Army of Tennessee had NOT been defeated, Grant's timetable for 
Lee's defeat would have been extended, because he would probably have had to sent troops to Kentucky to contain 
Hood.I'm not really very impressed with this bookJohn M O'Reilly

Few American Civil War operations matched the controversy, intensity, and bloodshed of Confederate general John 
Bell Hood’s ill-fated 1864 campaign against Union forces in Tennessee. In the first-ever anthology on the subject, The 
Tennessee Campaign of 1864, edited by Steven E. Woodworth and Charles D. Grear, fourteen prominent historians 
and emerging scholars examine the three-month operation, covering the battles of Allatoona, Spring Hill, and 
Franklin, as well as the decimation of Hood’s army at Nashville. Contributors explore the campaign’s battlefield 
action, including how Major General Andrew J. Smith’s three aggressive divisions of the Army of Tennessee became 
the most successful Federal unit at Nashville, how vastly outnumbered Union troops held the Allatoona Pass, why 
Hood failed at Spring Hill and how the event has been perceived, and why so many of the Army of Tennessee’s officer 
corps died at the Battle of Franklin, where the Confederacy suffered a disastrous blow. An exciting inclusion is the 
diary of Confederate major general Patrick R. Cleburne, which covers the first phase of the campaign. Essays on the 
strained relationship between Ulysses S. Grant and George H. Thomas and on Thomas’s approach to warfare reveal 
much about the personalities involved, and chapters about civilians in the campaign’s path and those miles away show 
how the war affected people not involved in the fighting. An innovative case study of the fighting at Franklin 
investigates the emotional and psychological impact of killing on the battlefield, and other implications of the 
campaign include how the courageous actions of the U.S. Colored Troops at Nashville made a lasting impact on the 
African American community and how preservation efforts met with differing results at Franklin and Nashville. 
Canvassing both military and social history, this well-researched volume offers new, illuminating perspectives while 
furthering long-running debates on more familiar topics. These in-depth essays provide an expert appraisal of one of 
the most brutal and notorious campaigns in Civil War history.

“Arguably the most decisive military event of the Civil War, the 1864 Tennessee campaign has finally received the 
detailed scrutiny it deserves in this excellent volume. Thirteen of the best scholars in the field have produced the most 
complete and compelling coverage and analysis to date. Great commanders, soldiers in the ranks, and ordinary 
civilians—white and black alike—emerge starkly, illuminating the campaign’s enormous desperation, mass carnage, 
and enduring tragedy.”—T. Michael Parrish, Baylor University   “In this superb collection of essays, Steven 
Woodworth and Charles Grear have assembled a cavalcade of stars to contemplate the Tennessee Campaign of the fall 
of 1864, with emphasis placed on the battlefields of Franklin and Nashville. The essays, chock-full of new insights and 
a bounty of primary sources, cover everything from the commanders and the details of battle to the civilians forced to 
contemplate so much death and destruction. Additionally, a few authors consider the memory of the battle, as well as 
the failed and successful efforts to preserve the sites where the Army of Tennessee faced its final, tragic 
chapter.”—Brian Craig Miller, author of John Bell Hood and the Fight for Civil War Memory ''The Tennessee 
Campaign of 1864 is another fine addition to the Civil War Campaigns of the Heartland series, with material even the 
most diehard students of the campaign can freshly appreciate. With twelve more titles in the planning stages [for the 
series], one earnestly hopes that the positive momentum will continue.''—Civil War Books and Authors  "Editors 
Steven E. Woodworth, a professor of history at Texas Christian University, and Charles D. Grear, professor of history 
at Central Texas College, have filled in the scholarly gaps in this area with an excellent collection of essays in The 



Tennessee Campaign of 1864. The majority of the essays make the point that after the fall of Atlanta to Sherman’s 
army on September 1, 1864, the Southern Confederacy was a doomed dream. The following campaign in north 
Georgia and Middle Tennessee only prolonged the agony."--Dr. Wallace Cross, Austin Peay State University 


