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Norbert Számvéber : The Sword Behind The Shield: A Combat History of the German Efforts to Relieve 
Budapest 1945 - Operation 'Konrad' I, III, III  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The Sword Behind The Shield: A Combat History of the German Efforts to Relieve 
Budapest 1945 - Operation 'Konrad' I, III, III: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Book goes into great detail covering why each operation was 
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conducted and the ...By Scott BaileyBook goes into great detail covering why each operation was conducted and the 
units participating each offensive from a historical perspective. Detail Russian and German formation are mentioned 
plus causalities from both sides is covered. Easy to read with many unit details and movements.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Maps are poor. Service was excellentBy Louis S. MenyhertBook is a must own but the 
author goes into the minutia which could have been eliminated in favor of painting a clearer picture of the overall 
situation. Maps are poor. Service was excellent.7 of 10 people found the following review helpful. Hitler at the end 
gameBy J. RomaneA fine detailed combat history of the German efforts to relieve Budapest in early 1945.There are 
Good maps and orders of battle.

The history of the Hungarian theatre of war from late August 1944 to the end of March 1945 is a special chapter of the 
history of the Eastern Front during World War II. The Soviet 2nd and 3rd Ukrainian Fronts had encircled Budapest by 
Christmas 1944, after very heavy combat. However, this was just the first phase of a period of intense combat, as 
Adolf Hitler and the German High Command planned the relief of the Hungarian capital. The reinforced IV. SS-
Panzerkorps was designated for this task and its units were transferred rapidly from Polish territory to Hungary. Two 
operational plans were swiftly devised by the Germans, before they chose that codenamed "Konrad". This was an 
armored strike from the Komárom region through the mountains south of the river Danube to the Buda side of the 
Hungarian capital. The first day of Operation "Konrad" was 1 January 1945, and marked the beginning of a series of 
fierce clashes that lasted for nearly six weeks, a very special period in the history of the Battle for Budapest. Both 
sides employed significant numbers of armored forces in these battles, including heavy tanks. The German-Hungarian 
forces tried to break through to Budapest three times in three different locations, but each time they struck relocated 
Soviet tank, mechanized, rifle, cavalry, artillery and anti-tank units from 3rd Ukrainian Front's reserve. In January 
1945, furious tank battles developed in the eastern part of Transdanubia in Hungary, especially in the areas of Bajna, 
Zsámbék, Zámoly, Pettend, Vereb, Dunapentele and Székesfehérvár. After the third and strongest German attempt 
(code-named "Konrad 3"), which also failed, the Soviet troops launched a counter-offensive in late January 1945 to 
encircle and eliminate the advancing enemy forces. But the German armored Kampfgruppen managed to blunt the 
Soviet attack, which eventually wound down and fragmented, mirroring the German offensives before it. This work is 
based mainly on German, Soviet and Hungarian archival records (e.g. war diaries, daily and after-action reports, etc.). 
In addition, a number of rare unit histories, contemporary private diaries and reliable personal memoirs, from generals 
to enlisted men, have also been used by the author. The combat actions are extremely detailed, and provide a day-by-
day account. The author analyzes the command and control systems at operational and tactical levels and the losses of 
both sides. For a better understanding of the events the book includes many detailed specially-commissioned color 
battle maps.

“ … an outstanding operational and tactical analysis of the German efforts outside of Budapest and the Soviets 
determination to thwart them. A detailed map section helps to visualize the operations … This is a book for the reader 
with an eye for operational and tactical detail. Helion continues to provide outstanding quality in it book production.” 
(Strategy Tactics)About the AuthorDr. Norbert Szamveber is a Hungarian archivist and military historian. He was 
born in 1975 in Budapest. He finished studies in 1999 in Eotvos Lorand University, Faculty of Arts, History. Since 
1997 he has worked in the Hungarian Ministry of Defense Institute of Military History and Museum in Budapest, and 
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during World War II and the military history of the Waffen-SS, especially from 1944 to 1945 in Hungary. In 2003, he 
successfully defended his doctoral thesis on the subject "Konrad 3 - A Tank Battle for Budapest in 1945" at the 
University of National Defence "Zrinyi Miklos" in Budapest. He is author and co-author of 15 books and many 
articles. He is married and lives in Budapest. 


