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Stephen P. Halbrook : The Swissthe Nazis: How the Alpine Republic Survived in the Shadow of the Third
Reich before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Swiss the
Nazis: How the Alpine Republic Survived in the Shadow of the Third Reich:

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. My experience during WW2 in SwitzerlandBy Mikol was born in
Switzerland in 1933 and | remember it al. The book describes the everyday life in those days very well. My country
was surrounded with country at war, everything was rationed too. Meat was scared, but we lived in the mountains and
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my uncle who was a hunter supplied us with game. Off course it wasillegal, but we were 8 hungry kids.In 1953 | too
served in the Swiss army. The book is great and it tellsit very much as it was. From high up in the mountain we could
see the cross fire at night between France and Germany.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Excellent
BookBy aichanWas reading this book while visiting Switzerland this past September. It was avery positive view of
the strengths of the Swiss during such a stressful timein history. It also went far in explaining a country separated by
language and cultures having a strong history of staying together for mutual benefit.1 of 1 people found the following
review helpful. The book was an easy and comfortable readBy Feldmar TwomblebeeHow did the little Helvetian
Republic stand up to the Nazi bully? This book will tell you how in an entertaining manner. The book was an easy and
comfortable read.

“Halbrook succeeds not only in achieving athorough analysis of Switzerland’' s armed neutrality, but also in revealing
through their own voices the willingness of ordinary citizensto accept total war in order to preserve their

freedom.” ?Swiss American Historical Society Review This book tells the long misunderstood story of Switzerland in
World War 11 with emphasis on two voices rarely heard. Oneisthat of scores of Swisswho lived in those dark years,
as they repeatedly mobilized to defend the country and helped refugees. The other voice isthat of Nazi Intelligence,
which spied on the Swiss and planned subversion and invasion. Exhaustive documents from the German military
archives reveal achilling rendition of attack plans. When Switzerland became surrounded by the Axis Powers, it first
mobilized a"spiritual defense," using the press, cabarets, and newsreels as weapons against totalitarianism, even at the
risk of provoking the Nazis. Swiss soldiers recall an epoch when every day could have been "the day" when all hell
would break loose and they would meet the enemy. Blitzkrieg plans against Switzerland devised by the Wehrmacht in
1940 are described, as is how Switzerland became an armed camp with countless fortifications, against which the Axis
could have attempted access only with extreme costs in blood. The book goes on to describe Swiss life during the war
with its shortages, alarms, and rumors. A chapter investigates whether Swiss officials played arole in Germany's
adoption of the "J" stamp on Jewish passports, and how Switzerland became alifeboat for refugees. Another chapter
focuses on Davos, where the Swiss struggled against a Fifth Column, and which became a safe haven for American
airmen whose crippled bombers made it to Swiss territory. The last chapter profiles Switzerland as America's window
on the Reich?how Allen Dulles and his OSS spied on the Nazis, at times with help from Swiss Intelligence.

"Halbrook has used original Swiss documents, interviews, and a wide breadth of research to attempt to answer why
Switzerland escaped the Nazi ondaught.” (Daly History Blog)About the AuthorStephen Halbrook, Ph.D., J.D., is
author of the award winning Target Switzerland: Swiss Armed Neutrality in World War |1, which was also released in
German, French, Italian, and Polish. A former philosophy professor and currently an attorney, he has argued before the
U.S. Supreme Court and has published widely on on historical issues in palitics, law and international affairs. He
residesin Fairfax, VA.



