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Frederic C. Wagner III : The Strategy of Defeat at the Little Big Horn: A Military and Timing Analysis of the 
Battle  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Strategy of 
Defeat at the Little Big Horn: A Military and Timing Analysis of the Battle: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Good readBy Leon Hayes JrGood book.... Very informative well 
written, enjoyed this book very much, read many books on The Little Big Horn one of my favorites0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerAwesome !!5 of 8 people found the following review helpful. this 
is one of the better presentations of what actually happened (and what may have ...By PBSIn my opinion, this is one of 
the better presentations of what actually happened (and what may have happened) at the Battle of the LBH on June 25, 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=078647954X


1876. While I would otherwise give the book an overall excellent rating, a few items cause it to fall a little short. First, 
the maps were woefully inadequate to describe what was happening in a visual format Better marking of locations as 
described in the text would have made the maps much more informative and useful. Second, the use of contour maps 
was confusing. The use of terrain maps with clearer indications of actual or estimated participants movements would 
have added much need clarity to the discussion. Third, the photographs did not really lend anything to my 
understanding of what the author was trying to explain (you really need to be on site to appreciate the geography and 
terrain dynamics - looking at photos really does not help very much). Finally, while the author's attempt to build on 
Gray's prior work to establish a timeline for the movements of the four units (GAC, Reno, Benteen and the Pack 
Train), he would have been better served by attempting to do so on a "side by side" basis so that you can follow the 
movements of each of the units in relationship to each other without having to jump back and forth between the 
various timelines. Other than these minor criticisms, a great read and a valuable addition to the Battle of the LBH 
literature. PBS

The battle that unfolded at the Little Big Horn River on June 25, 1876, marked a watershed in the history of the Plains 
Indians. While a stunning victory for the Sioux and Cheyenne peoples, it initiated a new and vigorous effort by the 
U.S. government to rid the west of marauding tribes and to realize the ideal of "Manifest Destiny." While thousands of 
books and articles have covered different aspects of the battle, few if any have analyzed the tactics and chronology to 
arrive at a satisfactory explanation of what befell George Armstrong Custer and the 209 men who died alongside him. 
This volume seeks to explain the circumstances culminating in the near-destruction of the 7th Cavalry Regiment by a 
close examination of timing, setting every event to a specific moment based on accounts of the battle's participants.

"the clear product of exhaustive research and reflection that should serve as an example to others who attempt to 
analyze the Little Big Horn, decipher its sequence of events and explain its outcome...recommend"--The Battlefield 
Dispatch; "with all that has been written on the Battle of Little Big Horn, it is surprising to find a study that brings 
fresh insight to the subject. This book accomplishes the task through a detailed analysis of times, durations, and speeds 
mentioned in witness accounts. To sift through all the narratives and construct a lucid and convincing picture is quite a 
challenge. Frederic Wagner has risen to that challenge admirably"--The Journal of America's Military Past; "a must-
have"--Roundup Magazine.-the clear product of exhaustive research and reflection that should serve as an example to 
others who attempt to analyze the Little Big Horn, decipher its sequence of events and explain its 
outcome...recommend---The Battlefield Dispatch; -with all that has been written on the Battle of Little Big Horn, it is 
surprising to find a study that brings fresh insight to the subject. This book accomplishes the task through a detailed 
analysis of times, durations, and speeds mentioned in witness accounts. To sift through all the narratives and construct 
a lucid and convincing picture is quite a challenge. Frederic Wagner has risen to that challenge admirably---The 
Journal of America's Military Past; -a must-have---Roundup Magazine.About the AuthorFrederic C. Wagner III served 
as an officer both in the U.S. Army and the New York Army National Guard. He is a decorated Vietnam veteran and 
worked for 22 years on Wall Street, mostly as a commodities broker. 


