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Todd W. Wahlstrom : The Southern Exodus to Mexico: Migration across the Borderlands after the American 
Civil War (Borderlands and Transcultural Studies)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised The Southern Exodus to Mexico: Migration across the Borderlands after the 
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American Civil War (Borderlands and Transcultural Studies): 

After the Civil War, a handful of former Confederate leaders joined forces with the Mexican emperor Maximilian von 
Hapsburg to colonize Mexico with former American slaveholders. Their plan was to develop commercial agriculture 
in the Mexican state of Coahuila under the guidance of former slaveholders with former slaves providing the bulk of 
the labor force. By developing these new centers of agricultural production and commercial exchange, the Mexican 
government hoped to open up new markets and, by extending the few already-existing railroads in the region, also 
spur further development. 

"This is an important book, and it deserves a place on reading lists for graduate seminars and Civil War enthusiasts 
alike. Indeed, not only does Wahlstrom add a great deal to the historiographical discussion in Civil War history, but 
his work also serves as a significant contribution to Southern, emancipation, and borderlands history."—Matthew M. 
Stith, Civil War Book 


