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Manisha Sinha : The Slave's Cause: A History of Abolition  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Slave's Cause: A History of Abolition: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Well written accurateBy ccThe content and accuracy of this book is 
astounding.While reading the preface I thought the book was going to be written entirely in an academic style. 
However, the author draws you in with her narrative writing style making this portion of our nations history very 
interesting. Even riveting at times. I haven't finished it yet but I am enjoying the journey.3 of 3 people found the 
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following review helpful. Like Alex de TocquevilleBy LARRY LThis is my top read of 2016, and I consider Sinha's 
book the most important one to come out in years. Like Alex de Tocqueville, she comes to this most important subject 
wit little baggage, and with incredible detail and narrative style is able to place the long history of abolition into 
correction--an African American slave cause, with important, but lesser know black abolitionists like Rev. Hosea 
Easton, with "a little help from my friends," such as, William Lloyd Garrison, John Brown, etc...In an important article 
in HNN, Manisha Sinha makes an important comment: "In America, race always trumps [pun intended] class and 
gender." She shows how the Abolition movement established the 'game plan' for other contemporary causes (like 
suffrage), to future democratic and social movements, such as, the labor movement up to gay rights.So read this book, 
not just for the history, but for a deeper understanding that the need and cause of abolition has never gone away, and 
that if this deepest American psyche wound is ever to heal, we must continue to promote the cause of true African 
American equality.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great Background Information on the History of 
Slavery and People InvolvedBy G. A. SmithLong, detailed, complex book but full of excellent information.You have 
to admire her extreme effort in presenting the details.I don't think there is anything our there in the UGRR History 
World quite like it.

A groundbreaking history of abolition that recovers the largely forgotten role of African Americans in the long march 
toward emancipation from the American Revolution through the Civil War Received historical wisdom casts 
abolitionists as bourgeois, mostly white reformers burdened by racial paternalism and economic conservatism. 
Manisha Sinha overturns this image, broadening her scope beyond the antebellum period usually associated with 
abolitionism and recasting it as a radical social movement in which men and women, black and white, free and 
enslaved found common ground in causes ranging from feminism and utopian socialism to anti-imperialism and 
efforts to defend the rights of labor. Drawing on extensive archival research, including newly discovered letters and 
pamphlets, Sinha documents the influence of the Haitian Revolution and the centrality of slave resistance in shaping 
the ideology and tactics of abolition. This book is a comprehensive new history of the abolition movement in a 
transnational context. It illustrates how the abolitionist vision ultimately linked the slave’s cause to the struggle to 
redefine American democracy and human rights across the globe.


