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Patrick M. Malone : The Skulking Way of War: Technology and Tactics Among the New England Indians 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Skulking Way of 
War: Technology and Tactics Among the New England Indians: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Seventeenth century Indian militaryBy E.P. McLeanOriginally 
published in 1991 this work considers the affect of European military technology on Indian warfare. It is an 
academically well researched work. Gives a general consideration of the subject, but doesn't give great detail about 
battles or specific events. Nice introduction to subject.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The Skulking 
Way of War - Indigination of the First PeopleBy R. H. SwensonPatrick M. Malone has shattered the myth of the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1568331657


American Indian as being an ignorant savage who was incapable of learning or of having the ability to learn European 
ways. "The Skulking Way of War" presented the argument that the American Indians of New England learned many 
skills from the English and adapted those newly learned skills into their culture and used those skills to improve their 
way of life. Malone brings to the forefront the concept of Indigination,or the Anglosizing of the New England Indians 
which led to drastic misunderstanding between the New England Indians and the English - especially in 
warfare.Malone puts forward the concepts that the English immigrants to New England were more farmers and shop 
keepers than hunters of game, thusly had little practical skills needed for the using of Flintlock of Matchlock muskets. 
In contrast the New England Indians had the hunting skills from using the bow and arrow combined with the skills of 
the stalking style of hunting. When the New England Indians acquired English technology of the Flintlock, the Indians 
became extremely good marksmen. By apprenticeship to the English the New England Indians also learned to become 
gunsmiths and even competent gun builders, enough so that the Dutch of the Hudson River Valley was smuggling gun 
parts to the New England Indians for repairing or the building of guns.There are many instances of 
indigination/assimilation between cultures and this book presents this cultural exchange in a very well research 
manner. This book is a must read for any student of early American history or for any teachers or professors of history 
to either use for class lectures or to have students read as part of the ongoing studies of early American Colonial 
history. This book should be a shining example that shatters the myth of European superiority over American Indian 
ignorance and puts the reflection of arrogance not on the Indians, but upon the Europeans where it must reside.This 
book will help cure your ignorance and enlighten your knowledge of the New England frontier of the seventeenth 
century. Enjoy.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. This book suffers the rare circumstance of being 
really good and yet too shortBy Tony WhitmanThis author took a subject not enough explored since Samuel Adams 
Drake and expanded upon it greatly. The authors enthusiasm for the subject is apparent.The book might have a bit too 
much on the technology and not enough on the discussed tactics but the research is executed very well.This book 
suffers the rare circumstance of being really good and yet too short. Malone presents his material so well at the end 
that I wish there was more - but I'm grateful for what was received.

During the brutal and destructive King Philip's War, the New England Indians combined new European weaponry 
with their traditional use of stealth, surprise, and mobility.

""Brilliantly combine[s] technical expertise and historical research... Lavishly illustrated. Malone presents 
overwhelming evidence of the skills New England Indians brought to the acquisition of European military technology, 
despite the efforts of both the home and colonial governments to prevent such technology transfer." -- Technology and 
Culture"A thorough, clear, and provocative work of scholarship that deserves the attention of anyone interested in the 
intersection of technology, culture, and warfare in early America." -- Journal of American History "A fascinating 
excursion into a little-explored area of early American history. General readers as well as specialists are bound to find 
the work instructive. It is a gem." -- Merritt Roe Smith, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 


