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Eric H. Walther : The Shattering of the Union: Americain the 1850s (The American Crisis Series: Bookson the
Civil War Era) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The
Shattering of the Union: Americain the 1850s (The American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era):

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. outstandingBy CustomerAn engrossing account of the politics and


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0842027998

personalities both Southern and Northern leading to the Civil War. | enjoyed the clarity with which the author
presented these events. There are also photos of many of the personalities mentioned which was helpful to me.l also
appreciated the many other works and publications listed in the endnotes of each chapter.l believe thisis a history that
can be enjoyed by the layperson. | found it fascinating and recommend it as eye-opening history.0 of 0 people found
the following review helpful. Great College BookBy Raul G MartinezThiswas agreat book. | really liked the ideas
that it brought up and despite that | needed this book for class, this was avery informative book and | really liked how
the information was presented. Really good for source information.0 of O people found the following review helpful.
Five StarsBy CRANPhenomenal

The 1850s offered the last remotely feasible chance for the United States to steer clear of Civil War. Y et fundamental
differences between North and South about slavery and the meaning of freedom caused political conflictsto erupt
again and again throughout the decade as the country lurched toward secession and war. With their grudging
acceptance of the Compromise of 1850 and the election of Franklin Pierce as president in 1852, most Americans
hoped that sectional strife and political upheaval had come to an end. Extremists in both North and South, abolitionists
and secessionists, testified to the prevailing air of complacency by their shared frustration over having failed to bring
on some sort of conflict. Both sets of zeal ots wondered what it would take to convince the masses that the other side
still menaced their respective visions of liberty. And, as new divisive issues emerged in national politics-with slavery
still standing as the major obstacle-compromise seemed more elusive than ever. As the decade progressed, battle lines
hardened. The North grew more hostile to slavery while the South seized every opportunity to spread it. "Immigrant
Aid Societies' flourished in the North, raising money, men, and military supplies to secure a free soil majority in
Kansas. Southerners flocked to the territory in an effort to fight off antislavery. After his stirring vilification of the
institution of slavery, Massachusetts senator Charles Sumner was brutally attacked on the floor of the United States
Senate. Congress, whose function was to peacefully resolve disputes, became an armed camp, with men in both houses
and from both sections arming themselves within the capitol building. In October 1858, Senator William Henry
Seward said that the nation was headed for an "irrepressible conflict." In spite of the progress ushered in by the
decade's enormous economic growth, the country was self destructing. The Shattering of the Union: Americain the
1850s is a concise, readable analysis and survey of t

Eric Walther's The Shattering of the Union is an accessible, very readable account of the turbulent 1850s. This lively
survey juxtaposes political, social, and cultural history with the voices and stories of the famous and the obscure in
ways that should appeal to many different kinds of readers. (George C. Rable)In thisvivid narrative, Eric Walther
brings to life the passionate and violent debate over slavery that shook the American Republic to its foundations in the
1850s. Rendering understandable the complex events of this period whie avoiding simplification, Walther's lively and
compelling text recaptures the tenor of the political upheaval of this most critical decade. (Brooks D. Simpson)With
The Shattering of the Union, Eric Walther has given us an engaging, fast-paced narrative covering the last decade of
the American journey to Civil War. Drawing on the best recent scholarship and his own insights, Walther'svolumeisa
quick read that is perfect for classroom use. It isa compelling tale, well told. (Lacy Ford)Walther's narrative and
analysis of the growing sectional crisis of the 1850s is a masterful blend of the general and particular, and although the
events in the book are familiar, Walther's telling of the story isfresh, insightful, and cogent. Thisis amajor
contribution to the history and historiography of the coming of the Civil War. Highly recommended. All levels and
collections. (Choice)About the AuthorEric H. Walther is associate professor of history at the University of Houston.
Walther served as an editorial assistant for The Papers of Jefferson Davis, isthe author of The Fire Eaters, and is
director of the Texas Slavery Project.



