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From Murray Williamson EDT : The Shaping of Grand Strategy: Policy, Diplomacy, and War  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Shaping of Grand 
Strategy: Policy, Diplomacy, and War: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. it's great source material if you really want to dig in ...By Charles C. 
E. GarrettIt's well written and informative. The excessive footnotes can bog you down. However, it's great source 
material if you really want to dig in to the various historical aspects.7 of 8 people found the following review helpful. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0521156335


Outstanding (But This Is A Limited Review)By A. B. SystemsNote: This is a limited review because I purchased this 
book specifically for the interwar and WW II period, and do not comment here on the remainder of the book.This 
ensemble book consists of essays by six eminent historians well familiar with their subject matter. My interest at this 
time is limited to the run up to WW II. The chapter entitled "British Grand Strategy, 1933-1942" by Dr Williamson 
Murray is simply brilliant.Dr Murray has a rock-solid grasp of what grand strategy is, and the events, issues and 
British political leadership behaviors of the late interwar period. Equally important, he writes clear and cogent prose--a 
gift not many university professors can claim.I particularly recommend reading this chapter to gain a quick and clear 
understanding of the brutal consequences of an ideological worldview that is unable to process obvious facts. The 
dangers of spinning world events to meet your worldview are manifest, and history provides examples aplenty.Clearly 
essays of this length cannot possibly cover every aspect of grand strategy during the periods covered. Nonetheless, this 
book--at least the British Grand Strategy chapter--provides a useful and insightful overview with enough detail to 
satisfy. If you want to dive deeper, footnotes and references provide a wealth of resources for expanded study.Dr 
Murray is professor emeritus of history at Ohio State University and has served as the Harold Johnson Professor of 
Military History at the US Army War College in Carlyle, PA. I have no connection to Dr Murray whatsoever, except 
as a reader and student of his writing.I'm less impressed with the chapter on early WW II American grand strategy 
development, but I'm sure many will find it useful. Skimming the other chapters suggests their quality and clarity is 
similar to Dr Murray's chapter, but I have not studied them and cannot comment with assurance.0 of 1 people found 
the following review helpful. A british vision about strategyBy RENE MAURICIO CARDOSO BALTAZARA lot of 
bitish vision about strategy.It resembles a lot of history. The extrapolation of the knowledge and its application 
depends upon you.

Within a variety of historical contexts, The Shaping of Grand Strategy addresses the most important tasks states have 
confronted: namely, how to protect their citizens against the short-range as well as long-range dangers their polities 
confront in the present and may confront in the future. To be successful, grand strategy demands that governments and 
leaders chart a course that involves more than simply reacting to immediate events. Above all, it demands they adapt 
to sudden and major changes in the international environment, which more often than not involves the outbreak of 
great conflicts but at times demands recognition of major economic, political, or diplomatic changes. This collection 
of essays explores the successes as well as failures of great states attempting to create grand strategies that work and 
aims at achieving an understanding of some of the extraordinary difficulties involved in casting, evolving, and 
adapting grand strategy to the realities of the world.

"The Shaping of Grand Strategy is important reading for anyone interested in shaping of wartime policy." -A. A. Nofi, 
StrategyPage"Important reading for anyone interested in the shaping of wartime policy." -The NYMAS 
REVIEWAbout the AuthorWilliamson Murray is Professor Emeritus of History at the Ohio State University. He has 
also been the Centennial Visiting Professor at the London School of Economics, a Secretary of the Navy Fellow at the 
Navy War College, the Horner Professor of Military Theory at Marine Corps University, and the Harold Johnson 
Professor of Military History at the Army War College. At present he is a defense consultant and commentator on 
historical and military subjects in Washington, DC. Murray is co-editor of The Making of Peace (with Jim Lacey), The 
Past as Prologue (with Richard Hart Sinnreich), The Dynamics of Military Revolution, 1300-2050 (with MacGregor 
Knox), Military Innovation in the Interwar Period (with Allan R. Millett), and The Making of Strategy (with Alvin 
Bernstein and MacGregor Knox).Richard Hart Sinnreich retired from the US Army in 1990. His active service 
included field artillery commands from battery through division artillery, combat in Vietnam, teaching at West Point 
and Fort Leavenworth, and assignments on the Army, Joint, and National Security Council staffs, as assistant to the 
Supreme Allied Commander Europe, and as the first Army Fellow at the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies. He helped establish and subsequently directed the Army's School of Advanced Military Studies, and has 
published widely in military and foreign affairs. Since retiring from the Army, he has worked as an independent 
defense consultant for both commercial clients and government agencies, and as the regular defense columnist for 
Lawton, Oklahoma's Sunday Constitution.James Lacey has served more than a dozen years on active duty as an 
infantry officer and is recently retired from the army reserves. He is a widely published analyst and a Professor of 
Strategy at the Marine War College in Washington, DC, where he has written several studies on the war in Iraq and on 
the Global War on Terrorism. He also teaches graduate-level courses in military history and global issues at Johns 
Hopkins University. Lacey was an embedded journalist with Time magazine during the invasion of Iraq, during which 
he traveled with the 101st Airborne Division. He has written extensively for many other magazines, and his opinion 
columns have been published in National , the Weekly Standard, the New York Post, the New York Sun, Foreign 
Affairs and many other publications. He is the author of Takedown: the 3rd Infantry Division's 21-Day Assault on 
Baghdad, which has been hailed as 'a major and successful effort to fill in one of the major blank spots in our 
knowledge of Operation Iraqi Freedom'; Pershing (2008); and the forthcoming Keep from All Thoughtful Men (2011) 



and the co-editor of The Making of Peace (2008). 


