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David W. Jourdan : The Search for the Japanese Fleet: USS Nautilus and the Battle of Midway before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Search for the Japanese
Fleet: USS Nautilus and the Battle of Midway:

15 of 15 people found the following review helpful. | liked this bookBy Mark W. AllenFirst of al, | liked this book. |
enjoyed the flip/flop format how the author discussed the actual battle and the search for the Kagain alternating


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1612347169

chapters. | did have one issue with the book but first et me try to give an honest opinion in no particular order.1. The
maps were awesome. Well placed and well done...easy to understand and visualized. | wish all books had such great
maps.2. For anyone with any understanding of submarine operations, be aware that the author spends quite a bit of
time discussing diving the boat, defining certain terms, etc... For anovice, thisis great information. For someone who
had read just about every sub book out there and been on most of the museum boats...I skimmed this section, which
did not detract from the overall story.3. Be aware that the author presents an good overview of the battle, going into a
lot of detail of which carriers where there, the air wings involved, events leading up to the battle, MAGIC, etc. For
anyone that has studied the actual battle, skimming most of thiswill not detract from the overall story. Some
background is necessary and anyone not familiar with the battle will need thisinfo, but | felt alot of it detracted from
the story of the Nautilus.4. The actual text describing the Nautilus was well written and exciting. The author did a
great job weaving the back and forth tale of the Japanese ships and the Nautilus. However, | wish he had goneinto a
bit more detail as | felt thiswas the first of atwo-part thesis of hisbook. I just felt like | did not get the whole story of
the submarine during the battle.5. The second part of his thesis was the events surrounding the discovery of the Kaga.
It was a bit long and drawn out, but | really wanted to see how they did it (as| have followed Robert Ballard in his
discovery of the Titanic, Bismarck and Y orktown). Most of the text about this pertained to events leading up to the
discovery. Then they found it using a“renavigation” procedure, which sounded fascinating. Once they found the
Kaga...BAM, story over, kind of anti-climactic. | felt they spent too much time discussing the battle, carriers, planes,
etc...and not enough time on the Nautilus and the Kaga discovery.6. One minor quibble...there is not one footnote to
substantiate any historical claim. It seems the author summarized events from other texts but gives no specific
acknowledgement as to where certain information comes from.The one issue | had was a statement found in Appendix
A. On page 280, last paragraph, the author states “With the dramatic exception of Nautilus, U.S. submarines made a
poor showing at the battle of Midway.” Going back to item #6 above, | have to wonder why the author states this. |
can only assume that he is accepting the incorrect assumption that the submarine' srole at Midway was to intercept the
Striking Force and/or Combined Fleet. That would be a plausible assumption except for the statement the author made
on page 29: “In any study of historical events, one finds a collection of ‘conventional wisdom’ that is commonly
accepted. Sometimes these ‘facts' are the product of a mistake or misinterpretation that is propagated over time and
thus become ‘true.’ It is never a good idea to accept a piece of information solely on the weight on consensus, though
thisisavery powerful temptation.” The author seems to accept the notion that submarines failed at Midway because
most of the literature says that...so it must be true. The author has contradicted himself on akey point in regards to
submarine operations. Primary sources show that Nimitz stationed the submarinesin an arc around Midway to defend
against the amphibious assault, as he knew they were no match for the surface ships.For an in-depth analysis of
American and Japanese submarines at Midway, please read my book "MIDWAY

SUBMERGED: http://smile..com/Midway-Submerged-Analysis-Submarine-
Operations/dp/1462049265/ref=sr_1_17ie=UTF8qid=1440300054sr=8-1keywords=midway+submergedThe author
did not use my book as areference, which outlines how U.S. submarines successfully operated at Midway based on
orders they received. After reading my book, | think you will get a much better understanding of the role the
submarine played at Midway.Aside from that, thisis still a good book and I’m happy to have it on my bookshelf.9 of 9
people found the following review helpful. A Different Look at MidwayBy Peter BarnettThe air and surface battle at
Midway has been well documented. At least from the U.S. Side. The author provides alook at the submarine role and
contribution.l was frankly surprised at how ineffective and somewhat timid most of the sub commanders were. The
captain and crew of the Nautilus being the exception. The story weaves in the search for a Japanese aircraft carrier
with the patrol of the Nautilus.It was a good tale which blended high tech, low tech and a bit of Navy poalitics. Clearly
adifferent twist on the Battle of Midway.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. | think it avery good
addition to my WW 2 collection of worksBy Robert Abel A well written account of the dedicated search for the
Japanese carriers sunk off Midway island in WW 2. Sadly all that was found was debris blown off the ship During and
after the bombing that killed the Kaga. The account is clear and factual, | think it avery good addition to my WW 2
collection of works. I m sure you will think so aswell.

In The Search for the Japanese Fleet, David W. Jourdan, one of the world' s expertsin undersea exploration,
reconstructs the critical role one submarine played in the Battle of Midway, considered to be the turning point of the
war in the Pacific. In the direct line of fire during this battle was one of the oldest boats in the navy, USS Nautilus. The
actions of Lt. Cdr. William Brockman and his ninety-three-man crew during an eight-hour period rank among the most
important submarine contributions to the most decisive engagement in U.S. Navy history. Fifty-seven years later,
Jourdan’ s team of deep-sea explorers set out to discover the history of the Battle of Midway and find the ships that the
Allied fleet sank. Key to the mystery was Nautilus and its underwater exploits. Relying on logs, diaries, chronologies,
manual s, sound recordings, and interviews with veterans of the battle, including men who spent most of June 4, 1942,
in the submarine conning tower, the story breathes new life into the history of this epic engagement. Woven into the
tale of World War 11 is the modern drama of deep-sea discovery, as explorers deploy new technology three miles



beneath the ocean surface to uncover history and commemorate fallen heroes.

"This well-written and well-researched book is a nice addition to any library centered on World War |1, or the U.S.
Navy’s submarines, or recent technological developments in underwater research."—Charles H. Bogart, Journal of

Americas Military Past



