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Benerson Little: The Sea Rover's Practice: Pirate Tactics and Techniques, 1630-1730 before purchasing it in
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Sea Rover's Practice: Pirate Tactics and

Techniques, 1630-1730:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The details of the devilsBy EI MattadorWe know SEALs do
everything 110%--and then some, and the author's work hereis characteristicly thorough. Everything you ever wanted
to know about the actual life of a pirate. Want to know afew ruses for putting a quick broadside on a pursuing target?
Ever wondered what weapons a pirate truly favored and how he (and sometimes she) employed them? What's the
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difference b/w a buccaneer and afilibuster, or privateer and pirate? What was daily lifereally like for a 16th/17th
century sailor? This book supplies the answersto all that and more. A superb work for anyone wanting to get atrue
understanding of these fascinating figures. | also highly recommend David Cordingly's Under the Black Flag as a more
general companion piece to separate fact from fiction.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. The real world
of piracyBy BernardZIf you want to know how pirates in the America's worked then this book is for you. If like me
you have seen too many Hollywood movies this book is an eye-opener.Piracy was a business. A pirate was a
businessman and so any attack would be measured by a commercial cost/benefit analysisfirst. So it was done as
cheaply as possible using commando methods. That iswhy it is good the writer having been anaval seal knows and
understands these methods. Which he discusses well.One doubt on this book | haveisit discusses how a professional
pirate would have doneit, | am sure that many pirates were amateurish. A few people decide to go pirate take over a
ship and learn on-the-job. This book only discusses the ideal tactics. Not how it was often done but how it was
suppose to be done.l aso found it fascinating the discussions of the social structure of the ship. The pirate leader does
not have aformal chain of command like the military caption have. He isin charge ultimately because the crew want
him to be in charge. If he does not match up to the crews expectations he is out.l hope the writer does a sequel on
Muslim and Chinese pirates.PS | even like the recipes at the end and am keen to try them out. | wonder if one of them
the rum punch with lime was popular as it would stop scurvy. The medical benefits of citrus foods was known about
this time athough not proven till the late 1700s.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Absolutely
OutstandingBy Papa JoeHow many times do you get to read a book on a compelling subject, thoroughly and
flawlessly researched, written by atruly gifted and entertaining author. | have copiesin paperback and on my Kindle,
so when | get tied of the rather dry academic stuff | usually read, | can read a chapter or two of Benerson Little to clear
my head. | you have any interest in pirates AT ALL, you MUST read this book!

To read of searoving's various incarnations - piracy, privateering, buccaneering, laflibuste, la course - isto bring forth
romantic, and often violent, imagery. Indeed, much of thisimagery has become aliterary and cinematic cliché . And
what an imageit is! But itstruth is by halves, and paradoxically it is the picaresque imagery of Pyle, Wyeth, Sabatini,
and Hollywood that is often closer to the reality, while the historical details of arms, tactics, and language are often
inaccurate or entirely anachronistic. Successful searovers were careful practitioners of a complex profession that
sought wealth by stratagem and force of arms. Drawn from the European tradition, yet of various races and
nationalities, they raided both ship and town throughout much of the world from roughly 1630 until 1730. Using a
variety of innovative tactics and often armed with little more than musket and grenade, many of these self-described
"soldiers and privateers' successfully assaulted fortifications, attacked shipping from small craft, crossed the
mountains and jungles of Panama, and even circumnavigated the globe. Successful searovers were often supreme
seamen, soldiers, and above all, tacticians. It can be argued that their influence on certain naval tacticsisfelt even
today. The Sea Rover's Practice is the only book that describesin exceptional detail the tactics of searovers of the
period - how they actually sought out and attacked vessels and towns. Accessible to both the general and the more
scholarly reader, it will appeal not only to those with an interest in piracy and in maritime, naval, and military history,
but also to marinersin general, tall-ship and ship-modeling enthusiasts, tacticians and military analysts, readers of
historical fiction, writers, and the adventurer in al of us.

"This book on Golden Age piracy isaslively asits subject matter...With considerable gusto and an impressive
understanding of the strategies of violence at sea, the author explores the material practices of piracy from the
beginning to the end of avoyage." --Claire Jowitt, Nottingham Trent University, The Historian, Summer 2008



