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Gary McKay : The Sea King: The Life of James Iredell Waddell  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Sea King: The Life of James Iredell Waddell: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. WHITEWASHED, SOMEWHATBy Rod NewmanThis saga tells 
the story of one of the more interesting Confederate naval officers and the only Confederate ship to circumnavigate the 
globe. But Captain Waddell is a somewhat more controversial character than this book would have us believe. Despite 
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being an excellent seaman, fair-minded and compassionate, he did make curious decisions which receive no mention 
in this book - whitewashed away, like his inability to recognize a Yankee ship which, as it turned out, belonged to the 
family of his attractive prisoner, Lillias Nichols. And why were his memoirs altered in relation to Mrs. Nichols before 
publication in 1960? Why was he accused of theft by Master's Mate Cornelius Hunt following the cruise, and make no 
response? These and many other mysteries receive no mention in this book.They have, however, been explained in 
another recent publication, "The Last Confederate Ship" at Sea by Paul Williams which reveals certain unseemly 
facts - a love affair and blackmail which resulted in the circumnavigation. But, despite the whitewash, "The Sea King" 
is an interesting read.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy tonyaslewisBest book I've ever 
read1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. I bought this for myselfBy Patricia Ann SchmitsDoing family 
tree research I found that James is an Ancestor! I knew nothing about him and this book was wonderful! It's a great 
adventure for anyone!!

Based on documents never before publicly accessible from the US Navy, the National Archives of the United States of 
America and the British Home Office, 'The Sea King' is the first biography of one of the Civil War’s most fascinating 
players. As the rogue captain of the last Confederate commerce raider, the Shenandoah, James Waddell was a huge 
thorn in the side of the post-Civil war administration (they branded him a pirate and an enemy of the state), who single-
handedly destroyed the US whaling fleet, almost brought Britain and America to war, and finally surrendered after a 
22,000-mile journey at Liverpool. Proclaimed an American hero upon his death in 1886 he was given the only state 
funeral ever awarded for a former Confederate officer.
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