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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Sea Eagle: The 
Civil War Memoir of LCdr. William B. Cushing, U.S.N. (The American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Outer Banks N.C. Estuaries Civil War CombatBy Capt BillVery 
interesting and an enjoyable read. Better account of William Barker Cushing than some that I've read. Historical facts 
were well checked and referenced.5 of 6 people found the following review helpful. A WarningBy phillybobPlease do 
your homework before purchasing this book. 's description of the book led me to believe that this book would 
primarily be Cushing's memoir. The first 17 pages are introduction, perhaps for the middle school audience that the 
book was intended, with Cushing's memoir accounting for about 50 pages. I do not know if that was Cushing's original 
length or if it was condensed for the school audience. The remaining half of the book is filler with period accounts 
about civil war naval engagements, mostly written by participants, Unlike Cushing's memoirs, those stories can be 
accessed on Google books. Had I known the true content, I most likely would not have purchased the book. At least I 
did not pay full price.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. would be an excellent addition to the library of 
anyone who is interested ...By Lizzy KruegerAlden Carter’s presentation of Lt. Cdr. William Cushing’s memoirs, The 
Sea Eagle, would be an excellent addition to the library of anyone who is interested in the American Civil War or 
enjoys US Naval history. Cushing was the youngest, and arguably one of the most daring Lt. Commanders in US 
History.Carter starts with a historic overview of the Cushing family to give the reader a sense of the history of the 
Cushings as well as the influences on William. In the main body of the book, William’s actual memoirs, Carter’s 
annotations give clarity to references that Cushing makes, which might be lost on the modern reader. The author closes 
the book with a great deal of research material ranging from descriptions of specific battles to details of the ships 
named in Cushing’s writings.With the recent news about William’s older brother, Alonzo, being awarded the Medal of 
Honor, The Sea Eagle is a great way to get to know about not only Lt. Cdr. Cushing, but also his entire historic family.

William Barker Cushing is considered one of the navy's greatest heroes of the Civil War. After his expulsion from the 
U.S. Naval Academy in 1861, Cushing managed to get an appointment as a master's mate on one of the warships of a 
blockading squadron. Cushing's daring and exceptional performance in battle led to a spectacular rise in rank, 
responsibility, and reputation. His military career culminated in his torpedoing of the Confederate ironclad Albermarle 
on the Roanoke River in 1864, an operation he executed under heavy enemy fire. This new and fully annotated edition 
of Cushing's memoir, originally written in 1867–1868, conveys the excitement and drama of a truly extraordinary 
Civil War naval career.

In The Sea Eagle, editor Carter adequately portrays Cushing in his introduction to the commander's wartime memoirs. 
The addition of glossaries describing officers and ships mentioned in the text, plus contemporary articles originally 
published in Battles and Leaders of the Civil War flesh out the life and exploits of the dashing Cushing. (The Past In 
)William Barker Cushing was the most intrepid and exciting officer in the U.S. Navy during the Civil War. His daring 
raids behind enemy lines, including the destruction of the Confederate ironclad Albemarle, are the stuff of legends. 
Alden Carter perfectly captures Cushing’s personality and actions in his introduction to the naval officer’s fascinating 
wartime memoir. (Chris E. Fonvielle Jr., University of North Carolina Wilmington, author of The Wilmington 
Campaign)About the AuthorAlden R. Carter is a former naval officer and teacher. Named to the Wisconsin Library 
Association's list "Notable Wisconsin Authors" in 2002, he has published over forty books for children, young adults, 
and adults. His books have won numerous honors, including six American Library Association Best Book awards. His 
adult novel Bright Starry Banner was named the Best Civil War Novel of 2004 by the Military Order of the Stars and 
Bars. 


