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John Blake : The Sea Chart  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised The Sea Chart: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy mikegreat book. illustrations are beautiful. highly 
recommend this to anyone interested in the subject7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. CoolBy Gregory 
J. EdgeAs someone who spent decades at sea looking at charts every day, this book has a special appeal. For those 
with merely a wish to go to sea, this provides some tantalizing eye candy.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Wonderful Nautical Chart historical overviewBy CustomerVery nicely done. Historical detail descriptons and 
explanations, and reprints of original charts.A must for any mariner.

Ocean sailing needed skill, courage, and experience, and the sea chart was the tool by which ships of trade, transport, 
or conquest navigated. This examines the history and development of the chart and the nautical map, in both scientific 
and aesthetic terms as a means of safe and accurate seaborne navigation. The Italian merchant-venturers of the early 
thirteenth century developed the earliest “portolan” pilot charts of the Mediterranean. The subsequent speed of 
exploration by European seafarers to the New World, around the Cape of Good Hope, and on trade routes to the East, 
India, and the Spice Islands were results of the development of the sea chart. By the eighteenth century, the discovery 
and charting of the coasts and oceans of the globe had become a strategic naval and commercial requirement. Such 
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involvements led to Cook's voyages in the Pacific, the search for the Northwest Passage, and races to the Arctic and 
Antarctic. The volume is arranged along chronological and geographical lines. Each of the ten chapters is split into 
distinct halves, examining the history of charting a particular region and the context under which such charting took 
place, followed with specific navigational charts and other relevant illustrations. Key figures or milestones in the 
history of charting are then presented in stand-alone story box features. This new edition features forty new charts and 
accompanying text.

"This large-format book provides a broad, graphically-appealing sample of the best in nautical cartography up to the 
middle of the nineteenth century." - The Portolan“The magnificent, enduring legacy which Lt Cdr John Blake, RN, has 
bequeathed to the world is one of those astonishing volumes which changes lives because it transforms the way history 
is viewed. Thank you, Lt Cmdr Blake. You have become the second Blake to bring nautical greatness to the Royal 
Navy!” ?Defense Foreign Affairs Special Analysis“In this lustrous work, John Blake . . . has assembled a mouth-
watering collection with which to illuminate this history of cartography.” ?Classic Boat Magazine“New books on sea 
charts are most welcome, especially when they contain material rarely or never previously published. John Blake has 
trawled a variety of chart collections . . . and has put together a most interesting volume.” ?Navigation News“As a 
Bridge Officer I always greatly enjoyed using those older surveys . . . and John Blake has produced a scholarly work, 
one of the most magnificent nooks I have seen for some time. A MUST for all navigators and students of the history of 
navigation.” ?Gunline (Newsletter of the Royal Fleet Auxiliary)“. . . John Blake's magnificently illustrated and 
informative book.” ?Navy NewsAbout the AuthorLieutenant-Commander John Blake, FRIN, spent twelve years in the 
Royal Navy. He has worked extensively with the UK Hydrographic Office, the producers of Admiralty Charts, and is 
a fellow of the Royal Institute of Navigation. John is the author of the acclaimed Conway publications The Sea Chart 
(2003) and Sea Charts of the British Isles (2005). His research interests span the maritime world, from nautical charts 
and surveying to merchant shipping. 


