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Marilynne K. Roach : The Salem Witch Trials: A Day-by-Day Chronicle of a Community Under Siege  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Salem Witch Trials: A 
Day-by-Day Chronicle of a Community Under Siege: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Easy to read lots of detailsBy M. GardnerI checked this out at the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1589791320


library first then ordered the paperback. It is a lot to read but easy reading. I got it because I have several ancestors 
involved in this ugly business and I know little about it. Thought I'd find out. Its interesting and the way it is written is 
very good.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. GreatBy C. S. GarciaLoved the format. It provides a 
clearer view of how the hysterics started, continued, and finally ended. Also great for genealogy because it specifically 
names many of the accused and accusers, and gives dates and content applicable to each.3 of 3 people found the 
following review helpful. Interesting Approach to the Salem Witch TrialsBy Elizabeth R.I bought this to use on my 
Kindle app for when I went on vacation. Very interesting read. I haven't worked my way through it, but I like the 
format. It is very day-to-day - almost like reading a diary. If you don't like that type of format, this may not be the 
book for you. Normally I don't like that format, but the writing is good, and the story is illuminating.

Based on twenty-seven years of original archival research, including the discovery of previously unknown documents, 
this day-by-day narrative of the hysteria that swept through Salem Village in 1692 and 1693 reveals new connections 
behind the events, and shows how rapidly a community can descend into bloodthirsty madness. Roach opens her work 
with chapters on the history of the Puritan colonies of New England, and explains how these people regarded the 
metaphysical and the supernatural. The account of the days from January 1692 to March 1693 keeps in order the large 
cast of characters, places events in their correct contexts, and occasionally contradicts earlier assumptions about the 
gruesome events. The last chapter discusses the remarkable impact of the events, pointing out how the 300th 
anniversary of the trials made headlines in Japan and Australia.


