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David Moon : The Russian Peasantry 1600-1930: The World the Peasants Made  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Russian Peasantry 1600-1930: The World the 
Peasants Made: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. An incredibly well balanced overview of the Russian peasantryBy 
Dan HarlowThis is an incredibly well balanced overview of the Russian peasantry that is divided up into 10 main 
chapters covering each of the following headings: Population, where we learn about death and birth rates as well as 
how geography plays a major role in population; Environment, where we get a deeper look at the geography of Russia 
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and how that played a part in migration of peasants as well as how Russia grew during this period; Exploitation, in 
which Moon attempts to balance the assumption that serfs were very badly treated (something the Communists were 
attempting to teach) against the more complicated reality of the interplay between landowner and serf; Production, 
where we learn what was grown, harvested, and sold as well as why Russian peasants never advanced beyond the 
technology level of 16th century peasants in the rest of Europe; Households, where we learn about the large, multi-
generational households that were common and why they persisted; Communes, wherein we learn about how the 
community of peasants was a vital factor in managing the estate, keeping order, and keeping everyone alive; Protest, 
where we learn about the 4 major rebellions that took place before the 19th century; Consumption, What the peasants 
ate and bought, and by inference how they lived day-to-day and what their interests were; Continuity, where we learn 
not what changed for the peasants but how their culture survived, thrived, and was kept intact even when families were 
split apart, or entire communities moved thousands of miles; and Change, where we take a closer look at the myth that 
peasant society was static (see Production and how the peasant farming techniques did not change much). This is a 
book designed for someone who wants a good introduction to Russian peasant society, overall Russian history, and a 
look at how different political influences can shape how we look at the data present. Moon does an excellent job of 
being very fair to not only the peasants, but also to the landowners (and even the tsarist's government itself) by 
presenting the complexity of the issue of serfdom. While there are a few "evil players" here and there - Darya 
Nikolayevna Saltykova, for example - the interplay of power between the serf and the elite was dynamic, subtle, 
complex, and not nearly as black and white as the American slave plantations. I highly recommend this book for 
anyone who wants to learn more about this period in history, especially if you are a lover of Russian literature and 
wish to gain a keener insight into the novels of the great Russian masters who so often included serfs in their stories.

This impressive work, set to become the standard history on the subject, offers a definitive survey of peasant society in 
Russia, from the consolidation of serfdom and tsarist autocracy in the 17th century through to the destruction of the 
peasant's traditional world under Stalin. Over three-quarters of Russian society were peasants in these years, and David 
Moon explores all aspects of their life xxx; including the rural economy, peasant households, village communities xxx; 
and their political role, including protest against the landowning elites. In the process he presents a fresh perspective 
on the history of Russia itself. A big book in every way xxx; and compellingly readable.

"All labour historians with an interest in revolutionary Russia must read this book."Geoffrey Swain 


