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Evan Mawdsley : The Russian Civil War before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my
time, and al praised The Russian Civil War:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good but DryBy Thomas ReiterThisis agood, but not excellent
account of the Russian Civil War. The author does agood job of describing the chaotic campaigns, along with the
strengths and weaknesses of the Reds and the White, and some of the personalitiesinvolved. The book covers not only
the purely military aspects of the Civil War, but also, the decisive economic, political, and diplomatic developments
during the war.|'ve given the books four stars instead of five becauseit isarather dry read, and because the maps are


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1605980145

completely unreadable on a kindle device (in fairness, presumably they would be adequate in a paper version),
although even then the maps are collected together at the end of the book rather than placed closer to the relevant
portions of the text.Generally a recommended book about a complex and not especially well-covered topic.2 of 2
people found the following review helpful. A Significant Book on the Russian Civil WarBy Brian Wayne WellsEven
when | was an undergraduate in the late 1960s, Russian History was a source of interest to me. However, | have only
recently, in retirement, been able to return to this interesting area of study. | have very pleasantly surprised by the
wealth of new material and published books that are now available on specific topics like the Russian Civil.l enjoyed
the book listing five individual military operations by the White forces which were the most dramatic and threatening
to the young Bolshevik government. These five operations were: 1.) the Volga Campaign of September of 1918 which
came out of Siberiaand resulted in the capture of the city of Kazan; 2.) the campaign around the city of Ufa carried out
by Admiral Kolchak in the spring of 1919; 3.) General Denikin's offensive from the south in May and June of 1919;

4.) Denikin's offensive from the south in September and October of 1919; and 5.) the Polish invasion of Russiafrom
the west from April until October of 1920. Breaking down the entire Civil War into these five dramatic operations was
extremely helpful to me as | read other books on the Civil War.49 of 49 people found the following review helpful.
Best short history of Russian Civil WarBy Victor A. VyssotskyAmong the innumerable books and essays on the
Russian Civil War, thisis by far the best book to start with. It's reasonably short, very readable, has helpful maps, and
an excellent bibliography. It's one of the few books to present a coherent, unified account of an extremely complex and
messy historical episode. Best of all, Mawdsley, who is (or at least was until recently) a professional historian at the
University of Glasgow, writes his book without basing it on any particular political viewpoint, whereas the great
majority of books on the Russian Civil War have an axe to grind. In order to keep the book readable and reasonably
short, Mawdsley omits a great deal of important information; for the reader who wants to delve further, Volume Two
of William Henry Chamberlin's "The Russian Revolution, 1917 - 1921' originally published in 1934, is till the book to
read next after Mawdsley.Unfortunately, Mawdsley's book is out of print and seemsto be hard to come by. However, a
determined book search can locate a copy, or of course your local library can get a copy on interlibrary loan. | wish it
was back in print.

"The best book ever written on the Russian civil war. A first-rate work of scholarly synthesis."?Robert McNealIn St.
Petersburg on October 25, 1917, the A commanding chronicle of the three Bolshevik Party stormed the capital city and
turbulent years that brought the ironfisted seized the power over the Russian Provisional Soviet regime to political
power. Government, which had been operating ineffectively since the abdication of Tsar Nicholas |1 eight months
before. That October Revolution began the Russian Civil War, which in three years would cost the largest country in
the world more than seven million lives.It was an apocalyptic struggle, replete with famine and pestilence, but out of
the struggle a new social order would rise: The Soviet Union. Mawdsley offers alucid, superbly detailed account of
the men and events that shaped twentieth century communist Russia. He draws upon awide range of sourcesto
recount the military course of the war, as well as the hardship the conflict brought to a country and its people?for the
victory and the reconstruction of the state under the Soviet regime came at a painfully high economic and human price.

The Russian Civil War is an event which generally gets lumped together with the the Great War. In fact, seven million
people died because of it. That rather puts the American Civil War in the shade, though there are endless television
dramas made on that conflict. Mawdsley takes us deftly through the myriad political allegiances and betrayals which
led to such loss of life. Overwhelmingly we see the cancer of zealotry and dogmatism sweeping aside al humanity - a
precursor of the horror to come under Stalin.Just how inevitable was the Red victory in the ferocious civil conflict that
followed the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917? Mawdsley, an admirably levelheaded British historian, shows that despite
the fractured nature and inherent weakness of the White forces, the odds were heavily stacked against the Reds. They
faced foreign military intervention and a vast battleground that favored their foes.... Mawdsley skillfully boils down
complex situations without oversimplifying them, and his vivid, readable account of this savage war is now the most
authoritative in English.Hands up: Who knew that American forces once invaded Russia? The Russian Civil War,
writes Mawdsley (Modern History/Glasgow Univ.; Thunder in the East: The Nazi-Soviet War, 1941 - 1945, 2006,
etc.), began just as soon as moved swiftly to consolidate power, repressing the socialists who dominated the nation as a
whole but who were weak in the industria cities. At the same time, Cossacks, monarchists, cadets and other foes of
the new regime took up arms, while "the civilian opponents of the Bolsheviks, people of the moderate Left and Right,
lacked effective combat forces of their own and played no parts." The contending extremist armies, Red and White,
would be locked in war for the next three years, with units from the British, American and French armies appearing on
various fronts to battle the Bolshevik forces. The state established a program of what the regime called "War
Communism,” taking emergency measures that in some cases turned out to be permanent. Radical policies of
appropriation and state monopoly, backed by a powerful army, "helped the Bolsheviks to take power," writes
Mawdsley, even if "as the months passed . . . the political benefits came to look more dubious" as productivity
plummeted and food shortages gripped the nation - driving many farmers, in the bargain, into the anticommunist



camp. The Whites soon began to lose the fight, however, routed at places such as Tsaritsyn, acity on the Volga that
would be renamed Stalingrad. Mawdsley attributes the loss to many factors, from being outnumbered and outgunned
to the staggering incompetence of many White generals and the lack of central coordination among the anti-Bolshevik
forces. Sporadic fighting continued until 1922in Siberia, carried out by figures such as the Baron Ungern-Sternberg,
"an unbalanced Baltic nobleman . . . already notorious for his atrocitiesin Transbaikal." After that time, though, Soviet
domination was complete and would endure for another seven decades. A well-rendered account of a history too little
known in the West.About the AuthorEvan Mawdsley has written numerous books on Russian history, including The
Soviet Elite from Lenin to Gorbachev; Thunder in the East: The Nazi-Soviet War 1941-1945 and The Stalin Y ears. He
is Professor of Modern History at Glasgow University.



