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5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Hollywood, it's time to turn this book into amovie.By T.
FrantzBeing familiar with J.L. Bell and his admirable knowledge of the American Revolutionary, | expected this book
to be among the best books I've read on the American Revolution.In the end, The Road to Concord managed to exceed
my expectations. The book isincredibly well written and thoroughly researched, and J.L.'s storytelling makes for an
easy read. Mr. Bell is one of the few historians whose excitement and interest in the topic shines through on the page,
as he helps you to paint clear and vivid mental imagery. He even manages to work in perfectly timed pops of humor
throughout the book.The Road to Concord is an incredibly intriguing story and overflowing with little known facts.
From prologue to epilogue, it's adelightful read that anyone interested in the American Revolution is sure to enjoy
immensely. | always feel much more informed after reading something J.L. has written!5 of 5 people found the
following review helpful. The Beginning of Our IndependenceBy John Adamsl loved this book . It gave me a sense of
how the original Colonists went about their daily lives, stage arevolt and managed to defeat the most powerful Army
and Navy in the world. All the Colonists wanted was to be treated as equals to their British homeland citizens. | was
amazed at how organized the mostly self-governing patriots were especially in their local councils and Colonial
legislatures; J.L. Bell has captured the spirit of those times and kept me on edge as the story of the start of the
Revolution evolves. Mr. Bell has awonderful blog: boston1775.blogspot.com/.As a geneal ogist and a person
interested in history, | have discovered so much by visiting this site. Y ou won't be disappointed in this book and you
canread it in afew days.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Turns old history on its headBy NU74This
small book isfull of new information regarding the lead-up to Lexington and Concord. As ayoungster growing up just
outside of Boston, | read all | could about the start of the Revolutionary War but the accepted explanations of the
expedition to Concord left me unconvinced that that was all there was to it. Now we know better.Also, the war
preparations going on all over New England in the years prior to 1775 make it clear that war was inevitable and that
being a Tory was dangerous to your health. A must read.

In the early spring of 1775, on afarm in Concord, Massachusetts, British army spies located four brass cannon
belonging to Boston’ s colonia militia that had gone missing months before. British general Thomas Gage had been
searching for them, both to stymie New England’ s growing rebellion and to erase the embarrassment of having let
cannon disappear from armories under redcoat guard. Anxious to regain those weapons, he drew up plansfor his
troops to march nineteen miles into unfriendly territory. The Massachusetts Patriots, meanwhile, prepared to thwart the
general’ s mission. There was one goal Gage and his enemies shared: for different reasons, they all wanted to keep the
stolen cannon as secret as possible. Both sides succeeded well enough that the full story has never appeared until now.
The Road to Concord: How Four Stolen Cannon Ignited the Revolutionary War by historian J. L. Bell reveals a new
dimension to the start of America’s War for Independence by tracing the spark of itsfirst battle back to little-known
events beginning in September 1774. The author relates how radical Patriots secured those four cannon and smuggled
them out of Boston, and how Gage sent out spies and search parties to track them down. Drawing on archivesin the
United States, United Kingdom, and Canada, the book creates alively, original, and deeply documented picture of a
society perched on the brink of war.

About the AuthorJ. L. BELL isthe proprietor of boston1775.net, a popular website dedicated to the history of the
American Revolution in New England. A Fellow of the Massachusetts Historical Society and American Antiquarian
Society, heisauthor of the National Park Service's study of George Washington’s work in Cambridge, and has
delivered papers to the Massachusetts Historical Society, the Organization of American Historians, and historic sites
around greater Boston.



