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Liping Zhu : The Road to Chinese Exclusion: The Denver Riot, 1880 Election, and Rise of the West  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Road to Chinese 
Exclusion: The Denver Riot, 1880 Election, and Rise of the West: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. This offered an excellent overview of a little-known period of U.S. 
historyBy John NortonI had expected this book to offer a comprehensive study of the Denver riot, which it did. I knew 
that California was the scene of numerous racial attacks against Chinese in the 19th Century, having lived there for 20 
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years and reading about it, but did not know how widespread the problem was, figuring that large numbers of Chinese 
didn't move past Promontory Point. I live in Colorado now and was grateful for the descriptions of both Chinese life 
and state politics. I was very impressed, though with the analysis of national politics, which showed how political 
parties evolve from their roots. The party of Lincoln backing racist laws to save its power in Congress and the White 
House and the party of Jefferson, already tinged with the bloody shirt, turning on immigrants seeking better lives as it 
built its two-legged labor and Southern strategies that lasted until Strom Thurmond and his Dixiecrats sought a more 
welcome home in the GOP and Reagan's "welfare queen" propaganda carried off many big city working people (I'm 
talking about my Chicago Irish Catholic relatives here) who owed their own success as immigrants to the Democratic 
Party.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Darlene A. CypserFascinating book that corrects 
many details about this event in Denver history.0 of 2 people found the following review helpful. One StarBy 
CustomerVery slow reading.

Denver in the Gilded Age may have been an economic boomtown, but it was also a powder keg waiting to explode. 
When that inevitable eruption occurredin the Anti-Chinese Riot of 1880it was sparked by white resentment at the 
growing encroachment of Chinese immigrants who had crossed the Pacific Ocean and journeyed overland in response 
to an expanding labor market. Liping Zhus book provides the first detailed account of this momentous conflagration 
and carefully delineates the story of how anti-Chinese nativism in the nineteenth century grew from a regional political 
concern to a full-fledged national issue. Zhu tells a complex tale about race, class, and politics. He reconstructs the 
drama of the riotwith Denvers Rocky Mountain News fanning the flames by labeling the Chinese the pest of the 
Pacificand relates how white mobs ransacked Chinatown while other citizens took pains to protect their Asian 
neighbors. Occurring two days before the national election, it had a decisive impact on sectional political alignments 
that would undercut the nations promise of equal rights for all peoples made after the Civil War and would have 
repercussions lasting well into the next century.By examining the relationship between the anti-Chinese movement 
and the rise of the West, this work sheds new light on our understanding of racial politics and sectionalism in the post-
Reconstruction era. As the Wests newfound political muscle threatened Republican hegemony in national politics, 
many Republican legislators compromised their commitment to equal rights and unfettered immigration by joining 
Democrats to pass the noxious 1882 Chinese Exclusion Actwhich was not repealed until 1943 and only earned 
congressional apologies in 2011 and 2012. The Denver Anti-Chinese Riot strikes at the core of the national debate 
over race and region in the late nineteenth century as it demonstrates a correlation between the national retreat from 
the campaign for racial equality and the rise of the American West to national political prominence. Thanks to Zhus 
powerful narrative, this once overlooked event now has a place in the saga of American historyand serves as a potent 
reminder that in the real world of bare-knuckle politics, competing for votes often trumps fidelity to principle. 

Zhu breaks new, important ground in this superbly researched volume. His cross-continental study links the 1880 
Denver Anti-Chinese Riot with the unexpected outcome of that year's election. Here, for the first time, we see the 
revealing connections between racism and politics in the 1880 election and in the Chinese Exclusion Act of 
1882.Richard W. Etulain, author of Re-Imagining the Modern American West Zhus study of regional politics in the 
American West leading to the national decision to exclude Chinese from the country is a must-read for those wanting 
to understand the current immigration dilemma.William Wei, author of The Asian American Movement A diligently 
researched, clearly written, illuminating look into a scary closet of Americas dark history. Rarely are local and national 
history so skillfully intertwined.Tom Noel, Director of Public History, Preservation Colorado Studies, University of 
Colorado Denver Zhus revelations about the impact of the Denver Riot are fascinating and offer a new look at the 
Election of 1880 and the changing sectional rivalries playing out in the late nineteenth century.Diana Ahmad, author 
of The Opium Debate and Chinese Exclusion Laws in the Nineteenth-Century American WestZhu breaks new, 
important ground in this superbly researched volume. His cross-continental study links the 1880 Denver Anti-Chinese 
Riot with the unexpected outcome of that year's election. Here, for the first time, we see the revealing connections 
between racism and politics in the 1880 election and in the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882.Richard W. Etulain, author 
of Re-Imagining the Modern American WestA diligently researched, clearly written, illuminating look into a scary 
closet of Americas dark history. Rarely are local and national history so skillfully intertwined.Tom Noel, Director of 
Public History, Preservation Colorado Studies, University of Colorado DenverZhus study of regional politics in the 
American West leading to the national decision to exclude Chinese from the country is a must-read for those wanting 
to understand the current immigration dilemma.William Wei, author of The Asian American MovementZhus 
revelations about the impact of the Denver Riot are fascinating and offer a new look at the Election of 1880 and the 
changing sectional rivalries playing out in the late nineteenth century.Diana Ahmad, author of The Opium Debate and 
Chinese Exclusion Laws in the Nineteenth-Century American WestAbout the AuthorLiping Zhu is professor of history 
at Eastern Washington University, author of A Chinamans Chance: The Chinese on the Rocky Mountain Mining 
Frontier, and coauthor of Ethnic Oasis: The Chinese in the Black Hills. 


