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America (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World):

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A Great ReadBy HarrietThisis an outstanding and fascinating read.
Rucker does extensive research and puts his own reasonable take on previous scholarship about Black resistance. This
book is an exciting combination of resistance, culture and identity formation for Blacks and Whites. It supplies the
much needed truth and context for how America was formed and the ideals that emerged out of a much covered
understanding.

The River Flows On offers an impressively broad examination of slave resistance in America, spanning the colonial
and antebellum eras in both the North and South and covering all forms of recalcitrance, from major revolts and
rebellions to everyday acts of disobedience. Walter C. Rucker analyzes American slave resistance with a keen
understanding of its African influences, tracing the emergence of an African American identity and culture. Rucker
points to the shared cultural heritage that facilitated collective action among both African- and American-born slaves,
such as the ubiquitous belief in conjure and spiritual forces, the importance of martial dance and the drum, and ideas
about the afterlife and transmigration. Focusing on the role of African cultural and sociopolitical forces, Rucker gives
in-depth attention to the 1712 New Y ork City revolt, the 1739 Stono rebellion in South Carolina, the 1741 New Y ork
conspiracy, Gabriel Prosser's 1800 Richmond slave plot, and Denmark Vesey's 1822 Charleston scheme. He concludes
with Nat Turner's 1831 revolt in Southampton, Virginia, which bore the marks of both conjure and Christianity,
reflecting a new, African American consciousness. With rich evidence drawn from anthropology, archaeology, and
religion, The River Flows On is an innovative and convincing study.

From the Back Cover"Walter Rucker's book, which examines dave resistance in a variety of revoltsin the colonia and
early national period, isthefirst to trace attitudes and actions of the early rebels to African sources...he is able to show
that some of the most powerful and effective slave revolts had strong roots in particular African cultures." - John
Thornton, author of Africaand Africansin the Making of the Atlantic World, 1400-1800About the AuthorWalter C.
Rucker is an associate professor in the Department of African American and African Studies at Ohio State
University.Walter C. Rucker isaprofessor in the Department of African American and African Studies at Ohio State
University.



