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Jr. White : The Rise to Respectability: Race, Religion, and the Church of God in Christ  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Rise to Respectability: Race, Religion, 
and the Church of God in Christ: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. An excellent biographic resource on the major Pentecostal 
denominationBy CustomerAn excellent biographic resource on the major Pentecostal denomination, C.O.G.I.C. and its 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1557286841


doctrine, ecclessiology, amd impact on the world with regard to it's emphasis on the Holy Spirit and Spiritual Gifts 
that I used for my doctoral dissertation on Spirtitual Giftedness. Thank you.2 of 2 people found the following review 
helpful. Elder Lee SaundersBy CustomerAs a member of COGIC I was pleased to be informed about the rich history 
of the largest Pentecostal body worldwide. The book is a well written researched scholarly work and I recommend this 
book to anyone who wants to know more about the history of this great church.1 of 2 people found the following 
review helpful. Five StarsBy Kalvin WalthourI love this book.

The Rise to Respectability documents the history of the Church of God in Christ (COGIC) and examines its cultural 
and religious impact on African Americans and on the history of the South. It explores the ways in which Charles 
Harrison Mason, the son of slaves and founder of COGIC, embraced a Pentecostal faith that celebrated the charismatic 
forms of religious expression that many blacks had come to view as outdated, unsophisticated, and embarrassing. 
While examining the intersection of race, religion, and class, The Rise to Respectability details how the denomination 
dealt with the stringent standard of bourgeois behavior imposed on churchgoers as they moved from southern rural 
areas into the urban centers in both the South and North. Rooted in the hardships of slavery and coming of age during 
Jim Crow, COGIC’s story is more than a religious debate. Rather, this book sees the history of the church as 
interwoven with the Great Migration, class tension, racial animosity, and the struggle for modernity—all 
representative parts of the African American experience. 
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