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4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. a necessary source for the study of 19th cebtury americaBy Barrie 
W. BrackenIgnore for the time being the fact that this is only the first volume of this work. Search for Vol. II will 
probably bring one to light certainly at a much higher price. Vol I is the most interesting of the two and offers great 
insight into the post war mind of Davis. If we want to understand the mind of this period we need to read this book 
along with the Buchanan expose of his presidency, Butler's Book by B. F. Butler who nominated Davis as Democratic 
presidential nominee, the Diary of Edmund Ruffin vol I, and many more, npne of which are neutral or even accurate in 
many ways but if we don't look at the reflections of the participants we are condemned to seeing history only through 
the eyes of later writers. Forget that McPherson introduces this book and that it is only volume one. It is a necessary 
and even fairly interesting read.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Jeffery W LoftonGreat 
book1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A Rare and Advantaged RetrospectiveBy frank wynerth 
summers iiiConfederate President Jefferson Davis had remarkable leisure, access and opportunity to work on this 
extraordinary work at Beauvoir and elsewhere. In this book are collected memories, quotes and documents essential to 
understanding the period and it's crisis. One need not endorse all of his philosophical and political positions and 
principles to value the book and the insights it can provide.

A decade after his release from federal prison, the 67-year-old Jefferson Davis—ex-president of the Confederacy, the 
”Southern Lincoln,” popularly regarded as a martyr to the Confederate cause—began work on his monumental Rise 
and Fall of the Confederate Government. Motivated partially by his deep-rooted antagonism toward his enemies (both 
the Northern victors and his Southern detractors), partially by his continuing obsession with the “cause,” and partially 
by his desperate pecuniary and physical condition, Davis devoted three years and extensive research to the writing of 
what he termed ”an historical sketch of the events which preceded and attended the struggle of the Southern states to 
maintain their existence and their rights as sovereign communities.” The result was a perceptive two-volume 
chronicle, covering the birth, life, and death of the Confederacy, from the Missouri Compromise in 1820, through the 
tumultuous events of the Civil War, to the readmission of the Southern states to the U.S. Congress in the late 1860s. 
Supplemented with a new historical foreword by the Pulitzer Prize–winning James M. McPherson, The Rise and Fall 
of the Confederate Government, Volume I belongs in the library of anyone interested in the root causes, the 
personalities, and the events of America's greatest war.
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