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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great Single-Volume History of the Ground War in Vietnam.By 
Harry J. MalloryThis is my third copy after having lost or misplaced the previous editions. I found it invaluable in 
trying to understand the ground war as it evolved from our advisory role thru "Vietnamization"; the US draw-down 
and aftermath. It's all there from the Ia Drang to Hamburger Hill. Yes, by all means read Neil Sheehan's "A Bright 
Shining Lie" and George Herring's "America's Longest War" for the historical overview, but to truly understand the 
ground war you need to include Stantons work.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. One more wounded 
heroBy Eddie WannabeeTruly remarkable in that it pulls no punches, and details so many aspect of this misdirected 
conflict, that in the end one feels much more informed of what was perhaps a loosing war from the start. The author, 
Shelby L. Stanton, inspires respect through the pages, his analytical approach to The Rise and Fall of an American 
Army, U.S. Ground Forces in Vietnam, 1965-1973, is nothing short of outstanding work.An excerpt of the book: "The 
United States soldiers and Marines in Vietnam fought through some of the most difficult terrain in the world, and won 
some of the toughest encounters in American military history. However, they fought without benefit's of the country's 
larger military machine programmed for their support in case of war. The Reserves and National Guard were notably 
absent in the Vietnam conflict. The magnificent courage and fighting spirits of the thousands of riflemen, aircraft and 
armored crewmen, cannoneers, engineers, signalmen and service personnel could not overcome the fatal handicaps of 
faulty campaign strategy, incomplete wartime preparation, and the tardy, superficial attempts at Vietnamization. An 
entire American army was sacrificed on the battlefield of Vietnam."When someone reads this book it becomes 
painfully apparent that the many red tapes that unable our proud warriors to successfully complete the task at hand, 
limited their ability to survive under such harsh environment. The author came through the book as someone, who 
besides possessing the talent of a true writer, cares deeply for each and every American that wasted away in a war with 
more roadblocks, than straight up kick ass, unleashing the vast superiority of America's arsenal on a persistent, blood 
hungry enemy, that all they wanted was to kill us.The author exposes the controversy of the leaders that cared, and the 
problematic political agenda that for a long time did not allow pursuit of the enemy past a certain point. Bull Crap if 
you ask me. This a seriously good book about Vietnam, told more in a global but yet personal point of view, and 
sharing a very thorough account of those deadly years. As the book starts on the early part of the conflict, it keeps an 
unflinching determination to relate information with honesty and intelligence. Well worth the read for those seriously 
wanting to know a little more, from a source that where I stand is as good as any other one, to deliver the forceful and 
violent story that was the Vietnam conflict. 5 Stars!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
JERRY SULLIVANANOTHER FINE STANTON HISTORICAL LOOK...

“THE MEN WHO SACRIFICED FOR THEIR COUNTRY ARE RIGHTFULLY HERALDED . . . This is an honest 
book–one well worth reading. . . . Stanton has laid his claim to the historian’s ranks by providing his reader with well-
documented, interpretive assessments.”–ParametersThe Vietnam War remains deep in the nation’s consciousness. It is 
vital that we know exactly what happened there–and who made it happen. This book provides a complete account of 
American Army ground combat forces–who they were, how they got to the battlefield, and what they did there. Year 
by year, battlefield by battlefield, the narrative follows the war in extraordinary, gripping detail. Over the course of the 
decade, the changes in fighting and in the combat troops themselves are described and documented. The Rise and Fall 
of an American Army represents the first total battlefield history of Army ground forces in the Vietnam War, 
containing much previously unreleased archival material. It re-creates the feel of battle with dramatic precision. 
“Stanton’s writing . . . gives the reader a terrifying graphic description of combat in the many mini-environments of 
Vietnam.”–The New York Times“[A] MOVING, IMPORTANT BOOK.”–St. Louis Post-Dispatch

More praise for The Rise and Fall of an American Army“Stanton captures vividly . . . the ferocity of the fighting. At 
times, his descriptions make you think he’s writing about the bloody front in World War I . . . . [This book] provides 
fresh confirmation that . . . in battle after battle, American troops fought with incredible courage.”–The American 
Spectator“Stanton has written by far the best book yet published about U.S. soldiers and marines in combat in 
Vietnam. . . . His word pictures of the violent encounters of that war are clear, evocative and authentic.”–GEN. 
WILLIAM E. DEPUY ARMY magazine“A lasting tribute to the men who fought and died in Vietnam. Those who 
served there–and those who would understand those who served there–owe [Stanton] an enormous debut of 
gratitude.”–COL. HARRY SUMMER from the foreword“This is one of those books every infantryman should 
own.”–Infantry magazineFrom the Inside Flap?THE MEN WHO SACRIFICED FOR THEIR COUNTRY ARE 
RIGHTFULLY HERALDED . . . This is an honest book?one well worth reading. . . . Stanton has laid his claim to the 
historian?s ranks by providing his reader with well-documented, interpretive assessments.??ParametersThe Vietnam 
War remains deep in the nation?s consciousness. It is vital that we know exactly what happened there?and who made 
it happen. This book provides a complete account of American Army ground combat forces?who they were, how they 
got to the battlefield, and what they did there. Year by year, battlefield by battlefield, the narrative follows the war in 
extraordinary, gripping detail. Over the course of the decade, the changes in fighting and in the combat troops 
themselves are described and documented. The Rise and Fall of an American Army represents the first total battlefield 



history of Army ground forces in the Vietnam War, containing much previously unreleased archival material. It re-
creates the feel of battle with dramatic precision. ?Stanton?s writing . . . gives the reader a terrifying graphic 
description of combat in the many mini-environments of Vietnam.??The New York Times?[A] MOVING, 
IMPORTANT BOOK.??St. Louis Post-DispatchFrom the Back CoverMore praise for The Rise and Fall of an 
American Army“Stanton captures vividly . . . the ferocity of the fighting. At times, his descriptions make you think 
he’s writing about the bloody front in World War I . . . . [This book] provides fresh confirmation that . . . in battle after 
battle, American troops fought with incredible courage.”–The American Spectator“Stanton has written by far the best 
book yet published about U.S. soldiers and marines in combat in Vietnam. . . . His word pictures of the violent 
encounters of that war are clear, evocative and authentic.”–GEN. WILLIAM E. DEPUY ARMY magazine“A lasting 
tribute to the men who fought and died in Vietnam. Those who served there–and those who would understand those 
who served there–owe [Stanton] an enormous debut of gratitude.”–COL. HARRY SUMMER from the foreword“This 
is one of those books every infantryman should own.”–Infantry magazine 


