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Leon Trotsky : The Revolution Betrayed before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my
time, and all praised The Revolution Betrayed:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerAs described and well kept.1 of 1 people
found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy John FowlerA key work by TrotskyO of 1 people found the
following review helpful. Trotsky's"the revolution betrayed"is a must read for anyone interested interested in recent
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Russian historyBy AbrahamGood quality used book. Paid very little for it. Trotsky's is an amazing writer and
polemics. | highly recommend it.

One of Marxism's most important texts, The Revolution Betrayed explores the fate of the Russian Revolution after
Lenin's death. Written in 1936 and published the following year, this brilliant and profound evaluation of Stalinism
from the Marxist standpoint prophesied the collapse of the Soviet Union and subsequent related events. The effects of
the October Revolution led to the establishment of a nationalized planned economy, demonstrating the practicality of
socialism for the first time. By the 1930s, however, the Soviet workers democracy had crumbled into a state of
bureaucratic decay that ultimately gave rise to an infamous totalitarian regime. Trotsky employs facts, figures, and
statistics to show how Stalinist policies rejected the enormous productive potential of the nationalized planned
economy in favor of awasteful and corrupt bureaucratic system.Six decades after the publication of this classic, the
shattering of Stalinist regimesin Russia and Eastern Europe has confused and demoralized countless political activists.
The Revolution Betrayed offers readers of every political persuasion an insider's view of what went wrong.

About the AuthorLeon Trotsky (7 November [O.S. 26 October] 1879 — 21 August 1940) was a Marxist revolutionary
and theorist, a Soviet politician who engineered the transfer of al political power to the Soviets with the October
Revolution of 1917, and the founding leader of the Red Army. Trotsky initially supported the Menshevik
Internationalists faction of the Russian Social Democratic Labour Party. He joined the Bolsheviks just before the 1917
October Revolution, and eventually became aleader within the Communist Party. He was, alongside Lenin, Zinoviev,
Kamenev, Stalin, Sokolnikov and Bubnov, one of the seven members of the first Politburo, founded in 1917 to manage
the Bolshevik Revolution. During the early days of the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic (RSFSR) and the
Soviet Union, he served first as People's Commissar for Foreign Affairs and later as the founder and commander of the
Red Army, with the title of People's Commissar of Military and Naval Affairs. He was amajor figure in the Bolshevik
victory in the Russian Civil War (1918-1923). After leading afailed struggle of the Left Opposition against the
policies and rise of Joseph Stalin in the 1920s and against the increasing role of bureaucracy in the Soviet Union,
Trotsky was removed from power (October 1927), expelled from the Communist Party (November 1927), exiled to
Alma-Ata (January 1928), and exiled from the Soviet Union (February 1929). Asthe head of the Fourth International,
Trotsky continued to oppose the Stalinist bureaucracy in the Soviet Union from exile. On Stalin's orders, he was
assassinated in Mexico in August 1940 by Ramo6n Mercader, a Spanish-born Soviet agent. Trotsky's ideas formed the
basis of Trotskyism, amajor school of Marxist thought that opposes the theories of Stalinism. He was written out of
the history books under Stalin, and was one of the few Soviet political figures who were not rehabilitated by the
government under Nikita Khrushchev in the 1950s. It was not until the late 1980s that his books were released for
publication in the Soviet Union, which dissolved a short time later.



