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Athey Athey, Robert Leland Athey : The Retreads  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The Retreads: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Unlike Firestone, Retreads works!By Ed GravesThis is a great book 
that lets those of us who did not live through this period of time, experience what it was like to be a part of a "forgotten 
war". How difficult it must have been to pull up established roots, leaving friends, family and successful occupations 
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behind. The Korean War with its "retreads" was in ways unlike any other conflict in history because of its use of 
seasoned veterans that had rejoined civilian life. I did find myself comparing Sgt Mason's experiences to experiences 
found from the Vietnam War. The fact that the war was unpopular and the folks back home ostracized him and his 
participation in the war in ways the same as Vietnam protesters did, was a little surprising to me. This book needs to 
be read, espcially during this 50th anniversary of the Korean War, to either refresh those memories or allow the reader 
to understand what it was like to be there. Semper Fi, Sgt. Mason!

The Retreads is a story of U.S. Marine Corps veterans of World War II who enlisted in the Marine Corps Volunteer 
Reserve Force. Five years later they would be recalled for duty in a cold war police action which developed into the 
United Nations Korean War.

About the AuthorMaster Gunnery Sergeant Robert Leland Athey, UCMC Retired, enlisted July 13, 1942. Served in 
World War II, The Korean War, The Cuban Missile Crisis and at many duty stations. Retired from active duty at the 
Marine Corps Supply Activity, Philadelphia on July 14, 1969. A native son of Kings County, California he is active in 
the preservation of local history. Lives with his wife Nadine in the attractive city of Hanford, California. 


