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Campaign and Its Toll: 69 Bloody Days in Louisiana, March-May 1864: 

1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy J. S. PaulThis is a well documented book containing 
interesting information about these battles.6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Outstanding Social 
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HistoryBy William BozicThis groundbreaking work is a social history of Union General Nathaniel P. Banks’ 1864 
disastrous military and political campaign expertly crafted by Associate Professor Henry O. Robertson of Louisiana 
College, who has done an extensive amount of research and masterfully created a detailed explanation and analysis of 
the conflict. The reader is also treated to newly created maps, original photographs, and some insightful, rarely seen 
lithographs of the era. An extensive bibliography and footnotes are provided along with an index.The ferocity of this 
campaign predated the no-holds-barred, scorched-earth, combat-by-the-knife style of fighting against combatants and 
civilians in Sherman’s Atlanta Campaign and Grant’s Overland Campaign. Robertson examines the causes for this 
rather dramatic change and its impact on civilians of all races and origins, as well as on the soldiers and their officers 
from both armies. Using the words of participants of all backgrounds and analyzing these sources, a clear picture 
emerges of the results of greed for cotton, resulting in devastation of the land, people, and culture of the region. 
Statistics and specific cases from election returns, loyalty oaths, the census, claims commissions, etc. are used as 
documentation with charts created by the author, as well as carefully researched personal accounts in the 
narrative.Although Cotton and its impact is covered, this book is not a retelling of Ludwell Johnson's Politics and 
Cotton, rather it fills a void in the scholarship of this campaign because it covers facets not previously covered.3 of 3 
people found the following review helpful. Good solid narrative that all students of the Civil War will enjoy.By David 
MarshallDue to a great deal of research on the Civil War in the Western Theater by others, the main purpose of this 
title concerns why the Red River campaign happened in 1864 and its long term implications on the Civil War. Work 
on the authors research for this narrative started in 2004 at the Red River Civil War Symposium that was held at 
Louisiana State University. Henry Robertson writes about the commanders who played important roles in the 
campaign as well as fighting men of both the Union and Confederate armies. The writer points out numerous revealing 
anecdotes of hard war and destructive fighting that took place in Louisiana. This excellent historian shows throughout 
this tome that while this confrontation was not a turning point of the conflict, the desperation and ferocity of the 
fighting had never been seen in this important state prior to the Spring of 1864.The Red River Campaign and Its Toll is 
richly narrated and drawn from an array of firsthand accounts. This book's clarity of organization and accuracy of 
description, coupled with interpretive insights, enable the reader to gasp both details and the larger picture of the 
significance of this state to this region and the end of the war. Even with the brevity of the volume, this academic 
provides a thrilling and inspiring human interest account of the chaos and destruction in the Red River Valley. 
Ultimately, the small Confederate force under General Richard Taylor defeated the Union Army led by General 
Nathaniel Banks. A model study that helps expand the definition of campaign histories. This treatment published by 
McFarland Company is full of facts, details, and descriptions of the fighting. The text also contains vivid descriptions 
of the soldiers and civilians caught in the wake of death and destruction, making it interesting reading for not only the 
avid Civil War buff, but the casual reader. A well-researched and balanced work that will please many readers, 
especially those who enjoy exciting campaign histories. This reviewer recommends this tapestry.

The Red River Campaign in the spring of 1864 was one of the most destructive of the Civil War. The agricultural 
wealth of the Red River Valley tempted Union General Nathaniel P. Banks to invade with 30,000 troops in an attempt 
to seize control of the river and confiscate as much cotton as possible from local plantations. After three months of 
chaos, during which the countryside was destroyed and many slaves freed themselves, Banks was defeated by a 
smaller Confederate force under General Richard Taylor. This book takes a fresh look at the fierce battles at Mansfield 
and Pleasant Hill, the Union army's escape from Monett's Ferry and the burning of Alexandria, and explains the causes 
and consequences of the war in Central Louisiana.

"This is a well-researched and well-written book that, at times, transcends to eloquence.  Most impressive is the 
author's command and use of archival sources. Robertson, in researching and crafting his work, seems to have left few 
stones unturned."  Civil War Monitor 11/23/2016About the AuthorHenry O. Robertson is associate professor of 
history at Louisiana College. He lives in Alexandria, Louisiana. 


