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6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Interesting Tid Bit of History.By A.Bodhil enjoy reading and
collecting old combat/military manuals. Sometimes | have to settle for reproduction of old manuals as the old ones are
just too beaten up or rare to come by. | keep such historical records in proper perspective and yet, usually locate
certain truths confirmed, that | don't find in modern academic pieces about warfare. Thisis an interesting Soviet
perspective from the common people of WWII after having been invaded by Nazi Germany. The book reads as
something quickly put together to help guide the common partisan--male or female--in a genuine struggle for survival
against a brutal and merciless regime. Aswith all printed material and all historical documents, keep the datain proper
perspective and attempt to study the data from the cultural and psychological time frame and context in which such a
manual iswritten. Also be aware that modern reproductions can alter, censor or even fabricate existing data from the
original information.| really loved reading this book and found nothing novel, new or spectacular, just confirming. The
book offers the solid references | expected to find in amanual to its people needing to keep up the good fight over the
invading demon nation. It isan excellent tid bit of WWII combat preparation, along partisan lines.A. BodhiO of 0
people found the following review helpful. How to fight Nazi's, in fifteen easy lessonsBy E. M. Van Courtlt does what
it says on the cover.Thisis atrandation of aWorld War |1 Soviet book for partisans, irregular troops who were trying
to push the Nazis out of Mother Russia.To that end, thisis athorough introduction to basic infantry tactics, with an
emphasi s on reconnai ssance and scouting, and basic instructions on enemy weapons as well as Soviet weapons. The
section on arctic warfare is worth looking at even today, as thisis something Russians understand bettter than
most.The glaring absence in this book is map reading and updating (Note that Alberto Bayo's "150 Questions For A
Guerrilla" spends considerable time on that topic). Part of the reason for thisis that partisans operated on their home
field, and didn't need training on operating through terrain they had never seen before. The other part may be the
Russian aversion to letting people know how to move around.Of special interest to history folks would be the
transcript of a speech by Stalin, along with motivational essays from other Soviet leaders. Stalin's words are powerful,
and, if you know the context, have some dark subtext.Good work on the partisan perspective and needs, and some
great historic material.E.M. Van Court11 of 11 people found the following review helpful. Very niceBy Double
DubsTo be short, agreat manual. It has many improvements over the earlier edition such as tactics and weapons specs.
A very detailed manual, better than most. So good the Germans copied large amounts of it for their own guerrilla
manuals. If your a history buff who enjoys WWII or alternate forms of combat, a great buy. Heck if you own a
German or Russian gun from WWII you would likel benefit from owning this.

A selection of the Military Book Club. Thisthird edition of the The Partisan’s Companion is the last-and-best Red
Army manual used to train partisans to fight the Nazi invader. Its usefulness outlived World War 11. It was later used
to train “third-world” guerrillas in their wars of national liberation in the 1950s-70s and even the Fedayeen guerrillas
who fought U.S. and coalition forcesin Irag. Once upon atime, the Boy Scout Manual concentrated almost
exclusively on camping, field craft and first aid. The Partisan’s Companion adds guns, demoalitions, hand-to-hand
combat, assorted mayhem and multiple forms of Nazi-bashing. It is like the old Boy Scout Manual on steroids. When
Germany invaded the Soviet Union, the Red Army was hard pressed to cope with the “invincible” Wehrmacht. The
initial partisan resistance efforts also had problems. No locals were welcome, and the only guerrillas recognized by
Moscow were surrounded Red Army units and units of loyal party members who were sent into unfamiliar territory to
battle the Nazis. Theinitial training manual was areprint from the Russian Civil War, and most of these units were
wiped out. Finally the Soviets began recruiting partisans from the local community?but with Red Army officers and
secret police agents. The partisan effort improved. By the end of 1942, it was obvious that Germany was losing the
war. The partisan ranks grew as did the training requirements for the partisan commanders. The 1942 edition of the
Partisan’s Companion helped quickly train new guerrillas to a common standard. Besides field craft, it covers partisan
tactics, German counter-guerrillatactics, demolitions, German and Soviet weapons, scouting, camouflage, anti-tank
warfare and anti-aircraft defense for squad and platoon-level instruction. It contains the Soviet lessons of two bitter
years of war and provides a good look at the tactics and training of a mature partisan force. The partisans moved and
lived clandestinely, harassed the enemy, and supported the Red Army through reconnaissance and attacks on the
German supply lines. They were also the agents of Soviet power and vengeance in the occupied regions. Soviet
historians credit the partisans with tying down ten percent of the German army and with killing almost amillion
enemy soldiers. They clearly frustrated German logistics and forced the Germans to periodically sideline divisionsto
hunt the partisans. The partisans, and this third edition, were clearly part of the eventual Soviet victory over Germany.
Les Grauisaretired US Army officer who fought guerrillas in South Vietnam?and left on a stretcher. Consequently,
his appreciation for guerrilla tactics came early in his career. The Army later taught him Russian, and his tours of duty
included frequent trips to the Soviet Union and elsewhere. He hasis the author of three books on the Soviet-Afghan
War, including The Other Side of the Mountain: Mujahideen Tactics in the Soviet-Afghan War (with Ali Jaali). Mike
(Misha) Gress grew up in the wilds of Siberiawhere everyone's dad, including his own, was a veteran of the fight



against the Nazis. He joined the Soviet Army and served in the infantry (motorized rifle) forces, and afterward
produced The Soviet-Afghan War: How a Superpower Fought and Lost with Les Grau.

“From a historical view, all the chapters are interesting, and many provide information useful to outdoors minded men
and women...an interesting and useful manual...” (Gun Week)About the AuthorLes Grau isaretired US Army officer
who fought guerrillas in South Vietham?and left on a stretcher. Consequently, his appreciation for guerrillatactics
came early in his career. The Army later taught him Russian, and his tours of duty included frequent trips to the Soviet
Union and elsewhere. He hasis the author of three books on the Soviet-Afghan War, including The Other Side of the
Mountain: Mujahideen Tacticsin the Soviet-Afghan War (with Ali Jalali). Mike (Misha) Gress grew up in the wilds of
Siberiawhere everyone's dad, including his own, was a veteran of the fight against the Nazis. He joined the Soviet
Army and served in the infantry (motorized rifle) forces, and afterward produced The Soviet-Afghan War: How a
Superpower Fought and Lost with Les Grau.



