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Harold M. Hyman : The Reconstruction Justice of Salmon P. Chase: In Re Turner and Texas v. White  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Reconstruction Justice of 
Salmon P. Chase: In Re Turner and Texas v. White: 

Harold Hyman argues that in two cases - In Re Turner (1867) and Texas v. White (1869), Chief Justice Salmon P. 
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Chase combined his abolitionist philosophy with an activist jurisprudence to help dismantle once and for all the 
deposed machineries of slavery and the confederancy.

"This is constitutional history as it should be written, but seldom is. Combining an excellent sketch of Chase’s life 
with the social, intellectual, and moral climate of the times, Hyman provides a brilliant analysis of two landmark 
decisions. He also presents a stimulating, original, and provocative treatment of the Chase Court that sheds new light 
on our understanding of the thirteenth and fourteenth amendments."—John Niven, editor of The Salmon P. Chase 
PapersFrom the Back Cover"This is constitutional history as it should be written, but seldom is. Combining an 
excellent sketch of Chase's life with the social, intellectual, and moral climate of the times, Hyman provides a brilliant 
analysis of two landmark decisions. He also presents a stimulating, original, and provocative treatment of the Chase 
Court that sheds new light on our understanding of the thirteenth and fourteenth amendments."--John Niven, editor of 
The Salmon P. Chase PapersAbout the AuthorHarold M. Hyman, William P. Hobby Professor of History at Rice 
University, is one of the deans of American legal history. He is the author of A More Perfect Union: Constitutional 
Impacts of the Civil War and Reconstruction; Equal Justice under Law: Constitutional History, 1835-1875; and 
numerous other books. 


