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Iris Chang : The Rape of Nanking: The Forgotten Holocaust of World War II  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Rape of Nanking: The Forgotten Holocaust of 
World War II: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. horrible and inhuman sufferings of all the war victims should ...By 
JennyI am so grateful for Iris Chang for this book. The unspeakable, horrible and inhuman sufferings of all the war 
victims should be remembered not only for the number of them slaughtered but for the excruciating and brutal way in 
which they died. when can human kind learn to respect each life and love peace?1 of 1 people found the following 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0465068367


review helpful. Informative yet grippingBy A CustomerThe 3 angle views that Iris had taken to write this book give a 
clear and fair perspective of this unfortunate historical event. I felt her background as a Chinese American enable her 
to reach deeply into personal accounts of Chinese who suffered and then put it clearly to all English speaking 
readers.Highly recommended to Asian readers who had themselves or their elders suffered under the Japanese 
Occupations. Also recommended to Japanese, hopefully they accept what their elders had done and ensure such 
unfortunate events do not happen again.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. One of the greatest crimes of 
senseless crueltry of human historyBy Bruce A. BrothertonPowerful book, important subject. Well researched story of 
the Chinese Holocaust perpetrated by the Japanese military on the Chinese people in WW II.

In December 1937, the Japanese army swept into the ancient city of Nanking. Within weeks, more than 300,000 
Chinese civilians and soldiers were systematically raped, tortured, and murdered-a death toll exceeding that of the 
atomic blasts of Hiroshima and Nagasaki combined. Using extensive interviews with survivors and newly discovered 
documents, Iris Chang has written the definitive history of this horrifying episode.

"Chicago Tribune" "A powerful new work of history and moral inquiry. Chang takes great care to establish an 
accurate accounting of the dimensions of the violence." Nien Cheng, author of "Life and Death in Shanghai" 
"Meticulously researched ... A gripping account that holds the reader's attention from beginning to end." Beatrice S. 
Bartlett, professor of history, Yale University "Iris Chang's research on the Nanking holocaust yields a new and 
expanded telling of this World War II atrocity and reflects thorough research. The book is excellent; its story deserves 
to be heard." Frederic Wakeman, director of the Institute of East Asian Studies, University of California, Berkeley 
"Heartbreaking.... An utterly compelling book. The descriptions of the atrocities raise fundamental questions not only 
about imperial Japanese militarism but the psychology of the torturers, rapists, and murderers."George F. Will, 
syndicated columnist "Something beautiful, an act of justice, is occurring in America today concerning something ugly 
that happened long ago.... Because of Chang's book, the second rape of Nanking is ending." Orville Schell, "The New 
York Times Book " "In her important new book ... Iris Chang, whose own grandparents were survivors, recounts the 
grisly massacre with understandable outrage." Ross Terrill, author of "Mao, China in Our Time, and Madame Mao" 
"Anyone interested in the relation between war, self-righteousness, and the human spirit will find "The Rape of 
Nanking" of fundamental importance. It is scholarly, an exciting investigation, and a work of passion. In places it is 
almost unbearable to read, but it should be read--only if the past is understood can the future be navigated.""Chicago 
Tribune" "A powerful new work of history and moral inquiry. Chang takes great care to establish an accurate 
accounting of the dimensions of the violence." Nien Cheng, author of "Life and Death in Shanghai" "Meticulously 
researched ... A gripping account that holds the reader s attention from beginning to end." Beatrice S. Bartlett, 
professor of history, Yale University "Iris Chang s research on the Nanking holocaust yields a new and expanded 
telling of this World War II atrocity and reflects thorough research. The book is excellent; its story deserves to be 
heard." Frederic Wakeman, director of the Institute of East Asian Studies, University of California, Berkeley 
"Heartbreaking.... An utterly compelling book. The descriptions of the atrocities raise fundamental questions not only 
about imperial Japanese militarism but the psychology of the torturers, rapists, and murderers." George F. Will, 
syndicated columnist "Something beautiful, an act of justice, is occurring in America today concerning something ugly 
that happened long ago.... Because of Chang s book, the second rape of Nanking is ending." Orville Schell, "The New 
York Times Book " "In her important new book ... Iris Chang, whose own grandparents were survivors, recounts the 
grisly massacre with understandable outrage." Ross Terrill, author of "Mao, China in Our Time, and Madame Mao" 
"Anyone interested in the relation between war, self-righteousness, and the human spirit will find "The Rape of 
Nanking" of fundamental importance. It is scholarly, an exciting investigation, and a work of passion. In places it is 
almost unbearable to read, but it should be readonly if the past is understood can the future be navigated.""Chicago 
Tribune "A powerful new work of history and moral inquiry. Chang takes great care to establish an accurate 
accounting of the dimensions of the violence." Nien Cheng, author of Life and Death in Shanghai "Meticulously 
researched ... A gripping account that holds the reader s attention from beginning to end." Beatrice S. Bartlett, 
professor of history, Yale University "Iris Chang s research on the Nanking holocaust yields a new and expanded 
telling of this World War II atrocity and reflects thorough research. The book is excellent; its story deserves to be 
heard." Frederic Wakeman, director of the Institute of East Asian Studies, University of California, Berkeley 
"Heartbreaking.... An utterly compelling book. The descriptions of the atrocities raise fundamental questions not only 
about imperial Japanese militarism but the psychology of the torturers, rapists, and murderers." George F. Will, 
syndicated columnist "Something beautiful, an act of justice, is occurring in America today concerning something ugly 
that happened long ago.... Because of Chang s book, the second rape of Nanking is ending." Orville Schell, The New 
York Times Book "In her important new book ... Iris Chang, whose own grandparents were survivors, recounts the 
grisly massacre with understandable outrage." Ross Terrill, author of Mao, China in Our Time, and Madame Mao 
"Anyone interested in the relation between war, self-righteousness, and the human spirit will find The Rape of 
Nanking of fundamental importance. It is scholarly, an exciting investigation, and a work of passion. In places it is 



almost unbearable to read, but it should be readonly if the past is understood can the future be navigated.""About the 
AuthorIris Chang graduated from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and worked briefly as a reporter 
before winning a graduate fellowship to the writing seminars program at the Johns Hopkins University. She received 
numerous honors including the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation's Program on Peace and International 
Cooperation Award, the Woman of the Year Award from the Organization of Chinese Americans, and honorary 
doctorates from the College of Wooster and California State University at Hayward. Her work appeared in many 
publications, including Newsweek, the New York Times and the Los Angeles Times. She died in 2004. 


