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Robert C. Black |11 : The Railroads of the Confederacy before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised The Railroads of the Confederacy:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. The rest of the story.....By Douglass W ListThisis agreat book. Not
just for railroad aficionados either. By focussing on akey industry rather than the battlefield, the author gives the
reader more insight into the collapse of the Confederacy than any military history will reveal. It was the South's
inability to organize and manage those resources that were at its disposal (which would have required concluding that
military victory required setting aside the supremacy of states' rights over those of the confederacy in times of war)
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that prevented them from imposing an early peace through stalemate.2 of 3 people found the following review helpful.
... book islisted in"In Tall Cotton" and with good reason. It is an excellent reference on not ...By Ronald S.
LenoxThis book islisted in "In Tall Cotton" and with good reason. It is an excellent reference on not only the
importance of the railroad system in the South to the Confederate States but also on how lack of raw materials,
interstate and inter-company bickering and decay of rolling stock caused the entire railroad sytem to deliver far less
than was needed. Black has done an excellent job of finding somewhat obscure pieces of information and weaving
them into a story that is hard to put down. If you are interested in building alibrary about the Confederate States of
America, this book definitely deserves some shelf space.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. This book
does a great job of opening awindow that most people never ...By Feldmar TwomblebeeDespite most people's
fascination with land battles there were factors that affected outcomes that decided battles long before the first shot.
This book does a great job of opening awindow that most people never thought of looking through.

Originally published by UNC Pressin 1952, The Railroads of the Confederacy tells the story of the first use of
railroads on amajor scale in amajor war. Robert Black presents a complex and fascinating tale, with the railroads of
the American South playing the part of tragic hero in the Civil War: at first vigorous though immature; then
overloaded, driven unmercifully, starved for iron; and eventually worn out--struggling on to inevitable destruction in
the wake of Sherman's army, carrying the Confederacy down with them. With maps of all the Confederate railroads
and contemporary photographs and facsimiles of such documents as railroad tickets, timetables, and soldiers' passes,
the book will captivate railroad enthusiasts as well as readersinterested in the Civil War.

[Explores the] subject with commendable thoroughness. " American Historical "Eminently worthy of study by those
interested in either railroads or the Civil War."New York Times™A valuable addition to the Civil War shelf. Thorough
initsresearch, it scrutinizes avital phase of the rebellion. "Chicago Tribune""Black has provided the historian with a
valuable reference on an important phase of the Confederacy."Mississippi Valley Historical "Y Explores the” subject
with commendable thoroughness. " American Historical "A valuable addition to the Civil War shelf. Thorough in its
research, it scrutinizes avital phase of the rebellion. "Chicago Tribune" Eminently worthy of study by those interested
in either railroads or the Civil War.--New Y ork TimesA valuable addition to the Civil War shelf. Thorough in its
research, it scrutinizes avital phase of therebellion. . . . Fascinating.--Chicago Tribune[Explores the] subject with
commendable thoroughness. . . . Outstanding.--American Historical A superior historical monograph. Mr. Black has
examined atechnical subject with the understanding of an engineer. . . . Black has provided the historian with a
valuable reference on an important phase of the Confederacy.--Mississippi Valley Historical From the Inside FlapThe
only comprehensive history of the South s use of railroads during the Civil War.



