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17 of 17 people found the following review helpful. Great Nelson BiographyBy Jeff PeirceThere is no shortage of 
books about Nelson. The past couple of years have added several more titles. There is no shortage of interest in the 
man, and the great days of the Royal Navy.This book is very good--I doubt there are any better. It is detailed, full of 
new information, and extremely readable. The man can write, and the book carries you away.Nelson is presented as a 
man with some great abilities-- and some faults. He did not always distinguish himself, but he never made any fatal 
blunders. It is interesting to note that he, too, was able to benefit from connections--something that was almost 
impossible to get along without in the Royal Navy, with so many officers, and so few ships.Nelson's faults did cost 
him, but his strengths and abilities overcame them. He was lucky. His ability to ignore orders helped him, when it 
would have hurt others. His connections carried him through other difficulties, and , in the end, he was the right man at 
the right time.As is usual, the reader also comes to appreciate his great friend Collingwood. If Nelson had a secret 
weapon, it had to be Collingwood, who was less impetuous, and more reasoned in his actions. His behavior and skill 
helped Nelson more than a few times. This book, like so many others, makes it obvious.Nelson will always fascinate--
his affair with Lady Hamilton, his bravery in battle, his fearless method of attack, and his brilliance always appeal to 
new generations. A great story about a great man.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
bierhausserEXCELLENT BOOK.28 of 28 people found the following review helpful. An interesting biographyBy 
1.Knight has written an interesting biography of Nelson in which he dispels several myths about Nelson. Knight writes 
that Nelson was not as religious as was previously mentioned and thought religion was only useful in maintaning 
dicipline. Also Knight writes that Nelson was not a benign leader and used the lash freqeuntly in his later career. Plus 
the atrocities committed at Naples had to do with Nelson's unfounded devotion to the Neopolitan crown. However 
Nelson was successful in that he used the latest technology such as the improved iron cannon and the carronade to 
close with enemy vessals and consulted with his captians over a course of action before every battle. The only 
weakness of this book is that the sections about his early life do not compare with John Sugden's work. Otherwise this 
book is a readable and concise biography of Nelson.

How did Horatio Nelson achieve such extraordinary success? In this authoritative biography, the eminent scholar 
Roger Knight places him firmly in the context of the Royal Navy of the time. Nelson was passionate and relentless 
from the outset of his career; his charisma and his coolness in battle are legendary. But his success depended also on 
the strength of intelligence available to him, the quality of the ships he commanded, the potency of his guns, and the 
skill of his seamen. Based on a vast array of new sources, this biography demolishes many of the myths that have for 
two centuries surrounded Nelson. Knight demonstrates that this great Romantic hero was in his time a shrewd political 
operator and often a difficult subordinate. He was occasionally naive, often impatient, and only happy when 
completely in command. Readers will emerge from this biography with a greatly enriched understanding of this 
singular man-one who was brilliant, severely flawed, and never to be crossed. Errata pp. 638 - 665: 
http://www.perseusbookspromos.com/docs/KnightErrataPP638-665.pdf 

From Publishers WeeklyStarred . Adm. Horatio Nelson became a national idol after smashing Napoleon's fleet in the 
1798 Battle of the Nile. Killed in the victory at Trafalgar in 1805, he became England's greatest naval hero. The 200 
years since have produced an avalanche of biographies, but Knight's book may be the best. No reader should shrink 
from its size because it's a page-turner. Entering the Royal Navy at 12 (the usual age), Nelson quickly demonstrated 
the skill, aggressiveness and charisma of a born leader. It didn't hurt that he had a genius for charming superiors, 
inspiring fierce loyalty from seamen and befriending colleagues. But Nelson was a man of his time, fawning over 
royalty, pursuing prize money, quick to defend slights to his rank and obsessively scheming for publicity and 
promotion. He could also be a vicious disciplinarian. In addition to this lucid, warts-and-all portrayal of his subject, 
Knight paints a vivid picture of the warfare in which Nelson excelled. Handling an 18th-century man-of-war required 
as much skill as maneuvering a 21st-century aircraft carrier. Directing a battle fleet before the age of steam and radio 
probably required even more. The author makes it all clear in this highly readable, authoritative and deeply satisfying 
biography. (Dec.) Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From 
BooklistWhile naval-history readers anticipate the completion of John Sugden's biography (Nelson: A Dream of 
Glory, v.1, 1758-1797, 2004), naval scholar Knight offers a competing work. Produced (like Sugden's) from primary 
research, Knight's Nelson undergoes a scrubbing of myth and factual error, which have been attached to him over two 
centuries of writings. Knight is also attentive to the technicalities of operating age-of-sail warships, which--labor-
dependent as they were--would tell in battle more by the quality of their crew than the weight of their armament. 
Knight appraises Nelson as an exceptional ship captain, lenient with the lash and generally liked by his men. 
Recounting Nelson's every voyage (with matching charts) during his ascent from midshipman to admiral, Knight 
develops the increasing nautical skill and personal fearlessness with which Nelson impressed his superiors. Bereft by 
the 1805 Battle of Trafalgar of one arm and one eye and soon to lose his life, Knight's Nelson appears like a real 
person: petulant, a cold husband but warm adulterer, and deserving of his status as Britain's national hero. Gilbert 
TaylorCopyright © American Library Association. All rights reservedAbout the AuthorRoger Knight is one of 



Britain's foremost experts on naval history and a renowned Nelson scholar. He was the chief curator and deputy 
director of the National Maritime Museum, London, and is now visiting professor of naval history at the Greenwich 
Maritime Institute. 


