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Odd S. Lovoll : The Promise of America  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised The Promise of America: 

11 of 11 people found the following review helpful. Laymen's opinionBy Jay R. ClasenI find this book to be very well 
written, researched and valuable. It tells the immigrant story with grace and compassion, delving into the motivations, 
disappointments and successes of the generations. Not only those of Norwegian descent will understand the challenges 
and victories of immigrant people. It is a book that addresses common fears and the ways the community rises up to 
overcome adversity. It is worth rereading several times.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy 
JonahExcellent narrative of Norwegian immigration.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
Happy DogThis is one of the classics on the Norwegian-American experience. Lots of photos, well written. I'm still 
reading it.

In The Promise of America, historian Odd S. Lovoll tells the story of the thousands of Norwegian immigrants who 
gambled on a fresh start in the United States. Now, Lovoll has carefully revised this successful book to reflect new 
understandings of the Norwegian-American past, updating the story to today. Changes include additional photos, 
expanded treatment of the causes of migration, extensive details about the urban Norwegian-American experience, 
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new information about immigrant fiction and reading societies, enriched discussions of Norwegians in the Civil War 
and the Socialist movement, and more.


