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Hedrick Smith : The Power Game: How Washington Works before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised The Power Game: How Washington Works:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Real Paliticsin Washington, D.C.By Gene P. LouieThe author has a
good insight into the real workings of the federal government on a personal levels. He goes into the human interactions
and "wheelings and dealing" - the real stuff in palitics. For these reasons, government does not follow the clean
diagramsin a"flow chart." It isa"dirty business," and the players are dirtier.2 of 2 people found the following review
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helpful. What your High School Civics teacher didn't teach.By David KilbyThisis one of the best UNBIASED books
on power politics as practiced on the national stage, I've ever run across. The book was written in the '80's and the
examples are from that era, but the principles and practices are basically unchanged. | would highly recommend it to
anyone trying to make sense of the Washington "Clown Show".1 of 1 people found the following review helpful.
Interesting book, liked it alotBy Stephborgl bought this book asit was required for an American Politics class. | was
inimidated by the length, but as | started reading Smith is awonderful writer. It isinteresting and informative. | also
did some reading about the author and found a video from 1988 talking about this book. Once | heard him speak and
saw how charismatic heis, | enjoyed the book even that much more.

Pulitzer Prize winner Hedrick Smith goes inside America's power center in Washington, DC to reveal how the game of
governing was played in the 1980s.

From Publishers WeeklySmith takes the reader inside the political process in Washington, discusses changes over the
past decade and the present network, then explains how the parts fit together. Having enjoyed "afifty-yard-line seat at
the power game" for a quarter century asaNew Y ork Times correspondent and bureau chief, heiswell placed to
report on the new congressional assertiveness against the presidency, the explosion of special-interest palitics, the
massive growth in staff power, the burgeoning of video politicsas well as such long-established goings-on as the
partnership between the military services, defense contractors and members of Congress. The book is not only a
survey and analysis of major dimension, it is a probing documentary: in discussing how political coalitions are
arranged or how congressional mavericks play "porcupine politics,”" for instance, Smith often presents the action itself
in scenes with dialogue. Many of the anecdotes and quotes found in these pages will become part of the national
folklore. A sure-fire bestseller. BOMC featured selection. Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.From
Library Journal To succeed at politics, one must realize that power comes to those who are smart and quick enough to
grab it. Smith ( The Russians, LJ 9/15/76) relies primarily on anecdotes and case studies from the Reagan erato
illustrate how the use of power determines the effectiveness of government. He brilliantly relates how structural
changesin the political environment have created a new breed of largely unaccountable video politician. His
Washington isa"city of cocker spaniels' whose government officials need constant approval and membership in ever-
changing alliances to flourish. Potentially the political book of the year; highly recommended. Karl Helicher,
Wolfsohn Memorial Lib., King of Prussia, Pa.Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.From the Inside
Flap"May be the most sweeping and in many ways the most impressive portrait of the culture of the Federal
Government to appear in asingle work in many decdes....Konwledeable and informative." THE NEW Y ORK TIMES
BOOK REVIEWPower is the name of the game. But until now, no one outside "the beltway" knew just who was
wielding how much--and for what ends. Pulitzer Prize-winning, ex-Washington bureau chief of THE NEW Y ORK
TIMES, Hedrick Smith, tells the whole story. From PACs to influence-peddling from the Pentagon to the
WASHINGTON POST, THE POWER GAME reveals Congressional staffers more powerful than their bosses, media
advisors more powerful than the media, and money that not only talks but threatens. It's all there, and it's all in here.



