(Library ebook) The Point of VVanishing: A Memoir of Two Yearsin Solitude

The Point of Vanishing: A Memoir of Two Yearsin Solitude

Howard Axelrod
ePub | *DOC | audiobook | ebooks | Download PDF

a memoir
of two years
in solitude

= g - i ._I.\_:I-:,r
g e aiiid

+ |
DOWNLOAD ™ READ ONLINE

#571337 in Books Axelrod Howard 2015-09-22 2015-09-220riginal language:EnglishPDF # 1 8.50 x .60 x
5.501, 1.25 #File Name: 0807075469224 pagesT he Point of Vanishing A Memoir of Two Y earsin Solitude |
Filesize: 17.Mb

Howard Axelrod : The Point of Vanishing: A Memoir of Two Yearsin Solitude before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Point of Vanishing: A Memoir of Two Yearsin

Solitude:
2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. and it did not disappoint. The narrative moves back and forth
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between what ...By Nancy Diane Mierzwiklt has always been my fantasy, and perhaps the fantasy of all writers, to
spend large swaths of time alone, in the woods with the animals and trees and sky as my only companions.
Unfortunately, with al my responsibilities and my inability to shirk those responsibilities, the closest | get toitis
reading about another’s adventure. Reading The Point of Vanishing: a memoir of two years in solitude by Howard
Axelrod isthe closest I've come to realizing this fantasy, and it did not disappoint. The narrative moves back and forth
between what drove Axelrod to seek refuge in the woods and his musings while there, a delicate dance that allows the
reader to understand the motivations pushing him and the desires pulling him. His feelings are those | too have such as
how “My privacy had always been a natural moat, a helpful protection” or his description of desire as“... like distant
music, sometimes louder, sometimes softer, and it stole into every gap in my day - at breakfast over cereal, on my

wal ks down Via Zamboni, in the evening as | came out of the shower. It was always waiting, and | desperately hoped
it would turn into more than just music. I’d never felt anything like it. It seemed too persistent, too beautiful not to
come closer and take form” which “... had connected with alonging that frightened meinitsintensity.” The narrative
is deep in the way a meditative hike through the woods should be. When Axelrod leaves his two years in the woods, it
was with “relief and regret” though all | felt finishing the book was regret that it did not continue.2 of 2 people found
the following review helpful. Bright Days Cut in HalfBy TonyA good looking, smart, literary, athletic young kid goes
off to Harvard from his elite prep school and returns after four years with one working eye and the second eye an
evolving piece of his body that serves no purpose. He still looks the same but his mind has not come to terms with his
injury and heislost in the world. He travels aimlessly, has meaningless sex and fallsin love too easily. He then
imposes isolation on himself in a bitterly cold, snowbound state..He spends two years convalescing with natural
therapy - snow, insects, trees, wooded paths,sunshine and rain - and returnsto the world. That isthe story. | read this
book and when | completed it | realized Howard Axelrod had written a memoir about PTSD, a superb one.Howard
Axelrod is awonderful writer who writes poetic prose. | look forward to his continued success.0 of 0 people found the
following review helpful. Escaping For Better VisionBy |. Michael GrossmanDespite the recent loss of vision in an
eye, Howard Axelrod escapes to the solitude of the Vermont woods for two years and learns to see more clearly.
Luckily for his readers, he succeeds and shares his new vision skillfully, by combining words and using metaphor with
askill unusual for afirst book author.Alexrod's journey to the woods is not essentially Thereauvian although
comparisons are inevitable. Rather, he seeks solitude as an opportunity to self-discover. That's the point. The focus
isn't philosophical at the core even though his return to suburbia elicits satirical amusement. Rather, Alerod's ability to
look with a powerful sensitivity lets him bring us along on his search.While finding himself, Axelrod helps us find our
own senses again. Hiswriting, wonderfully inventive, helps us see nature, hear sounds like a native in an environment
free of social distraction. As his reader, continuously | had a sense of what it would be like to return to my childhood,
to see things the way | once did - yet also as an adult. That's no small accomplishment for an author and it means that
those who read The Point of Vanishing will surely appreciate the point.

Named one of the best books of the year by Slate, Chicago Tribune, Entropy Magazine, and named one of the top 10
memoirs by Library Journallnto the Wild meets Portrait of the Artist asa Y oung Man—alyrical memoir of alife
changed in an instant and of the perilous beauty of searching for identity in solitude On a clear May afternoon at the
end of hisjunior year at Harvard, Howard Axelrod played a pick-up game of basketball. In a skirmish for aloose ball,
aboy’ s finger hooked behind Axelrod’s eyeball and left him permanently blinded in hisright eye. A week later, he
returned to the same dorm room, but to a different world. A world where nothing looked solid, where the distance
between how people saw him and how he saw had widened into a gulf. Desperate for a sense of orientation he could
trust, he retreated to a jerry-rigged house in the Vermont woods, where he lived without a computer or television, and
largely without human contact, for two years. He needed to find, away from society’s pressures and rush, a sense of
meaning that couldn’t be changed in an instant.

“Axelrod lyrically captures the essence of nature as he ponders his own self-worth and purposein life. . . . In hisfirst
book, the author pushes beyond the boundaries and safety nets of the modern world and opens a doorway to feelings
and experiences many long for but never encounter. His writing is a balm for world-weary souls. A vibrant, honest,
and poetic account of how two years of solitude surrounded by nature changed a man forever.”—Kirkus s, Starred
“This elegant, questioning memoir details that moment and events prior to it, but mostly it achingly limns Axelrod’s
two years living aone in aramshackle cabin in the Vermont woods. His writing—whether describing an aspect of the
wilderness around him or noting the “first lesson of solitude: everything really is your fault”—is lush and savory,
exact in itsintent to document just how Axelrod regained the ability to feel “that quiet of already belonging.” That he
allows the reader to participate in this journey, from whatever distance, is more than a pleasure—it’s an honor. . . .
Axelrod so adroitly and wisely re-creates the youngster he was that readers forget the passing of time, hearing only the
voice of sorrow, longing, and determination. This memoair is a keeper, touching and eloquent, full of hard lessons
learned. Readers will hope for more from first-time-author Axelrod.”—Booklist, Starred “ A deeply felt and moving
journey into no longer taking life, or the world around us, for granted.”—Library Journal“Mr. Axelrod is clearly a



gifted writer...The best thing about Mr. Axelrod’ s frequently absorbing book is how idiosyncratic it feels; heisa
unique presence on the page.”—New Y ork Times Daily “What makes his book completely mesmerizing—besides his
lovely prose, that is—is how exquisitely it balances between the poles of revelation and disintegration. Y et,
refreshingly, he never repudiates the extremity of what he's done. He's come in from the woods with a strange tale to
tell, but what makes you want to stop whatever you're doing and listen to him is the frosty breath of the wild that still
clingsto his coat.”—Slate Book “ The Point of Vanishing: A Memoir of Two Yearsin Solitude is an inherently
absorbing and compelling read from beginning to end. Exceptionally well written, organized and presented, The Point
of Vanishing is very highly recommended for both community and academic library Contemporary American
Biography collections.”—Midwest Book “Axelrod is a master of metaphor, presenting familiar sights and soundsin
unforgettable new ways. Hiswriting is propulsive, unabashedly visionary, and strikingly fresh. This book will have
you turning down pages, returning to sentences just to savor them, and reading passages aloud to anyone who will
listen...The Point of Vanishing is a profoundly immersive narrative. Oneis struck again and again by the quality of the
writing: by the vividness of its characters, by the accomplished lyricism of its language, by the brilliant acuity of its
observations, and by the wisdom and humor that permeate its pages. What lingers most of all are Axelrod’ s sharply
wrought landscape descriptions. Setting is definitely an active character in this story...This memoir feelslike agiftin a
way that few books do...If you read it with an open heart, it has the power to change your life.”—The

Rumpus* Axelrod weaves a lyrical, questioning narrative about his search for identity after a basketball game |eft him
blind in one eye...Lush descriptions of sensory experiences as Axelrod discovers new ways of seeing the world, and
himself, illuminate ajourney of loss leading to insight with Axelrod finding the core of himself amid the pieces of who
he had once been.”—Shambhala Sun“ Occasionally a book comes along that has the power to transport readersto a
place that many of us, | believe, wonder about, if only in the darkest moments of the night. Howard Axelrod’ s memoir,
The Point of Vanishing, was such abook for me...It isabrave book. It is aso finely crafted, which iswhat enablesit to
carry the reader step by step into adark but illuminating interior space...Axelrod skillfully plays the narrative of his
time in the woods against a parallel backstory. The two threads ultimately merge, and he comes very close to passing
right through some imagined bottom into another dark realm, one from which there very likely is no escape...Though
The Point of Vanishing isn’t amap, it charts some of the territory that lies between the hard surfaces of the world and
the murky depths in the shadows within all of us. The story is a beacon for those who have ever sensed such a
realm.”—Portland Press Herald“ Beautiful in itsintensity, searing inits pain. It's a breathtaking read.”—Minneapolis
Star-Tribune Deeply alive and exciting and nuanced . . . all about what it means to see, and how we might ask
ourselves to see differently—to live differently in our own bodies, and in the world . . . Powerful and ineffable, it feels
like a blessing.”—L eslie Jamison, author of The Empathy Exams* Axelrod uses his seclusion in the natural solitary
world of the North in winter to explore how we can have vision without really seeing. Well written with an honesty
one can respect, The Point of Vanishing is more than an exploration of the human soul; it is a discovery of how our
bodies can compensate and complement for our senses when we experience the partial loss of one.”—Annie Philbrick,
Bank Square Books‘ Thisisavery real book, in bone-on-bone contact with the actual world. It made me think about
my own lifein new ways, and | think it will do the same for you.”—Bill McKibben, author Deep Economy* Blindness
and insight are the twin subjects of Howard Axelrod’ sintricate and beautiful memoir of histwo years of solitude. . . .
The unimportant falls away, in this book, and what comes closer is aluminous sense of the essential, the beautiful, the
sacred, and the unspeakable.” —Charles Baxter, author of The Feast of Love"A sensitive and sensual book about
seeing and feeling deeply; witty, wise, and beautifully written from beginning to end.” —Geraldine Brooks, author of
March“Out of sudden and profound loss, Axelrod has drawn a haunting, tender memoir that grips like an emotional
thriller. The Point of Vanishing is raw, exquisitely written, and full of poetic insights. Thisis abig book about big
truths that matter to us al. It delivers a message of hope and strength, and reveals what is most human in our most
unspoken yearning for something real, something true. In its subtle, deeply moving way, it will have you peering
beneath the various faces you present to the world and encourage you to ask the most fundamental of questions: who
am | alone?’—Bella Pollen, author of The Summer of the BearAbout the AuthorHoward Axelrod’ s essays have
appeared in the New Y ork Times Magazine, Salon, Virginia Quarterly , and the Boston Globe, among other
publications. He has taught at Harvard, the University of Arizona, and currently teaches writing at Loyola University
in Chicago. His debut book, The Point of Vanishing: A Memoir of Two Y earsin Solitude, evocatively chronicles his
experience of retreating into nature following a basketball accident that left him permanently blinded in one eye. The
memoir was named one of the best books of 2015 by Slate, the Chicago Tribune, and Entropy Magazine, and one of
the best memoirs of 2015 by Library Journal. In a starred review, Kirkus called the book a“vibrant, honest, and poetic
account” of Axelrod's search for quiet and for a different, more internalized and introspective way of seeing.



