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Danny Orbach : The Plots Against Hitler  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised The Plots Against Hitler: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Well written and detailed stories from WW2 resistanceBy 
CustomerThe entire book is very well written and was a pleasure to read. Introduction was great and delivered the 
atmosphere in Nazi Germany. The Lone Assassin chapter felt more like a thriller than an academic history book and 
the Final Showdown gave a sad but great ending to the story.I also enjoyed the discussion in the end, especially the 
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last chapter which organized the stories that came before.I did miss a preface (or a "How To Read This Book") 
chapter, that would outline what's about to come. Also some details I missed while reading were the size and influence 
of the resistance. At some points I couldn't escape the impression that it's a small group of friends discussing 
imaginary plans over dinner. Perhaps some numbers (like total number of people in the network during the years) 
could be interesting, if this data is available.All in all It's a great book even if you're not a WW2 fan2 of 2 people 
found the following review helpful. Intriguing study.By Robert MerrillVery intriguing. I didn't realize so many people 
actively opposed the Nazis, not just passively. Good, thorough scholarship. Perhaps a bit detailed in the machinations 
of the various groups, but a nice view into the different social classes that were overwhelmed by the upheavals in 
German society.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Hard to believe so many attempts and none 
workedBy Andrew CampbellFascintatng look at the many attempts on Hitler and how none of them succeeded

A new and definitive account of the anti-Nazi underground in Germany and its numerous efforts to assassinate Adolf 
Hitler In 1933, Adolf Hitler became Chancellor of Germany. A year later, all parties but the Nazis had been outlawed, 
freedom of the press was but a memory, and Hitler’s dominance seemed complete. Yet over the next few years, an 
unlikely clutch of conspirators emerged – soldiers, schoolteachers, politicians, diplomats, theologians, even a carpenter 
– who would try repeatedly to end the Fuhrer’s genocidal reign. This dramatic and deeply researched book tells the 
full story of those noble, ingenious, and doomed efforts. This is history at its most suspenseful, as we witness secret 
midnight meetings, crises of conscience, fierce debates among old friends about whether and how to dismantle 
Nazism, and the various plots themselves being devised and executed. Orbach’s fresh research takes advantage of his 
singular skills as linguist and historian to offer profound insight into the conspirators’ methods, motivations, fears, and 
hopes. Though we know how this story ends, we’ve had no idea until now how close it came – several times – to 
ending very differently. The Plots Against Hitler fundamentally alters our view of World War II and sheds bright – 
even redemptive – light on its darkest days.

"Danny Orbach’s The Plots Against Hitler provides a definitive history of the anti-Nazi underground’s efforts to 
overthrow the Nazi dictator...a riveting read well worth picking up."--Jewish Book Council "In this comprehensive 
history, Israeli historian Orbach scrupulously analyzes the resistance movements that opposed the Nazis from 1933 to 
1945. His superb research includes interviews with resistance survivors, family members, and relevant records from 
archives around the world. It is a balanced history of the resistance that covers the famous Operation Valkyrie plot, but 
gives equal treatment to the other serious attempts to resist the Nazis and assassinate Hitler. For many readers the 
extent of the resistance efforts of Admiral Canaris (head of German Military Intelligence), among others, will be 
surprising. This book is unique in that Orbach attempts to determine the motivation of the resisters in moral and ethical 
terms. He explains that most historians have either idolized the resisters as heroes or condemned them as self-serving 
criminals. Orbach sets the record straight when he concludes that the resisters to Hitler’s Nazi government were 
imperfect but in most cases exceptional human beings who reacted with action to the criminal deeds of the Nazis. 
Likely to become the definitive general history of the subject and the starting place for all future research, Orbach’s 
work is a fascinating story of courage and an excellent study of the struggle of individuals to act morally and 
honorably."--Publishers Weekly "This fresh look at the German Resistance will be appreciated by students of World 
War II history."--Library Journal "A robust history of the German conspiracy against Nazism... gripping look at a 
historical counternarrative that remains relevant and disturbing."--Kirkus  


