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Bell Irvin Wiley : The Plain People of the Confederacy (Southern Classics)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Plain People of the Confederacy (Southern Classics): 

6 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Sensible, useful brief studyBy K. FreemanThis short book is based 
on lectures given by the author. While some of the scholarship and language is a little old-fashioned and some of 
Wiley's ideas have been questioned by more modern scholars such as McPherson, it remains useful. Wiley presents a 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1570033625


refreshingly rational and balanced account of Southern daily life. The material on soldier life is a briefer version of his 
seminal work "The Life of Johnny Reb". This isn't a highly detailed study, but it will be a helpful and readable text for 
anyone wanting to improve their general knowledge of the subject.

This look at the Confederate experience of soldiers, African Americans, and women sparked a debate about the 
reasons for southern defeat when it was first published in 1944. It challenges southern myths about a contented and 
loyal slave population, and questions popular morale.


