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Uzal W. Ent : The Pennsylvania Reserves in the Civil War: A Comprehensive History  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Pennsylvania Reserves in the Civil War: 
A Comprehensive History: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Civil War History At It's BestBy Jim Huffstodt, TallahasseeThis 
modern history of a famous Civil War division was long overdue The author provides a clear strong narrative and 
covers every aspect of the Reserves in detail. The battle descriptions are well-done and easily comprehended by 
readers unfamiliar with the Civil War. Another strong point is the numerous and detailed biographies of the officers 
who served with the Reserves during the war. General Ent is a fine military historian; his impressive research serves as 
a firm foundation for this in-depth picture of one of the Union's finest divisions.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Brought a wider perspective of the Pa Reserves together for ...By ButchBrought a wider perspective of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0786448725


the Pa Reserves together for me. Price is kind of high for this type of book though.2 of 2 people found the following 
review helpful. Pennsylania's Storm Troopers in the Civil WarBy A. A. NofiA summary of the review on 
StrategyPage.Com'Lincoln’s call for volunteers in the Spring of 1861 met with such enthusiasm that Pennsylvania 
found itself with thousands more troops than had been requested, and so formed the division-sized “Pennsylvania 
Reserves” at its own expense. This passed into federal service in mid-1861, and while the cavalry and artillery fought 
separately, the infantry stayed together as a division until discharged in 1864. In this, the first full history of the 
Reserves, Ent gives us a comprehensive look at its organization and operations through the war, in which it 
distinguished itself and also served almost as a schoolhouse for notable generals, George Meade, John Reynolds, and 
Samuel Crawford all in command at various times. Ent includes profiles of many of brigade, regimental, and even 
lower ranking officers. He also provides excellent footnotes, frequently with comment or analysis of sources where 
there are controversies. This is a very welcome addition to the literature of the war.'For the full review, see 
StrategyPage.Com

Until its soldiers mustered out of service in mid-1864, the Pennsylvania Reserve Division was one of only a few one-
state divisions in the Union army. Known as the Pennsylvania Reserves, or simply the Reserves, the division saw 
action in most of the major battles of the Civil War, including Mechanicsville, New Market Crossroads, Second Bull 
Run, Fredericksburg, Gettysburg, the Wilderness, and Spotsylvania Court House. This history chronicles the division's 
service from its organization in May 1861 through June 1864, when most of its soldiers reached the end of their 
service commitment. The book includes short biographical sketches, most with photographs, of the Reserves 
leadership. Throughout, excerpts from letters, journals, diaries, and books from more than 150 members of the 
Reserves provide a personal perspective on the action and reveal the human side of battle.

"In this volume, the first full history of the Reserves, Ent... literally give us a 'comprehensive' look at its organization 
and operations through the war.... The division's actions are examined in considerable detail, with a critical eye." --The 
NYMAS About the AuthorUzal W. Ent, a brigadier general retired from a 34 year military career, is the author of 
three books and has published work in 19 magazines and five encyclopedias. He lives in Mechanicsburg, 
Pennsylvania. 


