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Megan Marshall : The Peabody Sisters: Three Women Who Ignited American Romanticism  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Peabody Sisters: Three Women Who 
Ignited American Romanticism: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Thank-you, Megan MarshallBy NewEnglandGirlI thoroughly 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0395389925


enjoyed reading Marshall’s biography based on the lives of Elizabeth, Mary and Sophia Peabody. While the book 
contains an impressive amount of detailed research on the lives of these exceptional women, it reads like a novel. One 
the aspects that I found most enjoyable was exploring both “the facts” about their lives as well as their relationships 
with one another. The other aspect that I applaud Marshall for is shedding light on the contributions of women during 
this time period as well the myriad of constraints placed upon them. The cast of characters in this book includes some 
of the more prominent and widely written about figures of the era including William Ellery Channing, Ralph Waldo 
Emerson, Horace Mann, Bronson Alcott, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Washington Allston, Theodore Parker and Margaret 
Fuller. Once again, Marshall adeptly broadens the reader’s perspective of the time period by using her research to 
develop the Peabody sisters’ relationships to these notables. The length of this book did not deter me; In fact, it left me 
wanting more. It is imperative to acknowledge and learn from these movers and thinkers of the day who challenged 
the status quo and left their mark in the areas of philosophy, religion, education and art. Perhaps Marshall will follow 
up with a book that covers the sister’s later years. In the meantime, I look forward to reading her account of Margaret 
Fuller.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Excellent, readable biography of facinating womenBy P. 
BuchananLucky for me my book group chose Megan Marshall's "The Peabody Sisters: Three Women Who Ignited 
American Romanticism," because otherwise I might never had read it. And that would have been a shame.I vaguely 
knew that the sisters were reformers in education and that two of them were better known for marrying famous men: 
Mary to Horace Mann and Sophia to Nathaniel Hawthorne; but having little interest in 19th century American 
literature, I had less inclination to to read about three sisters who dabbled in reform. The more fool I.These women are 
fascinating. And Elizabeth Peabody--the one I knew least about--is the most amazing of all. I felt like such a slacker 
after reading that Elizabeth taught herself Hebrew and Greek, read through the New Testament three times the summer 
she was 13, independently anticipating the theology of the Unitarian-Universalists. It was Elizabeth who, as a very 
young woman, named the Transcendentalists long before they knew they were the Transcendentalists. Her sisters were 
almost as amazing as she was. They deserve to be remembered.Marshall does the biographer's turn by giving a chapter 
each to the sister's mother and grandmother, setting the tone for what would follow. She is to be applauded for writing 
in a lively manner. I'm not much for biographies, but this one kept my interest to the end. Marshall has a readable, 
enjoyable style, and she incorporates her subjects' words as often as possible.I recommend this book to anyone who 
likes biographies, American history, and especially women's history. And anyone who just likes a good read.1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. Fascinating, informative, and movingBy JayliaI can't resist books about 
sisters, I've read more by and about the Mitford sisters than I'd care to admit, and this thoroughly researched book 
about the Peabody sisters has all the charms that the best of such books can offer--fascinating personalities, in-depth 
observations of their family dynamics, and an intimate window into the history of their time. It's just as informative 
and moving as author Megan Marshall's more recent book on Margaret Fuller. Those two books complement each 
other since they are both about women who were leading thinkers and influential players during the pre-Civil War era 
when American Romanticism and Transcendentalism were flowering, a time mainly dominated by men.Money was 
always an issue for the Peabody family, but that seemed to push each of the sisters to excel. Elizabeth had a voracious 
intellect and her ideas helped inspire the likes of Emerson, Thoreau, and Bronson Alcott. She published their early 
works, urged them to curb their individualistic philosophies to connect more with others, and has had a lasting impact 
by promoting the benefits of kindergarten. Mary was a compassionate reformer who married statesman and educator 
Horace Mann. Sophia, though sickly, was recognized as a talented artist and she married novelist Nathaniel 
Hawthorne. The book's tone is sympathetic, but honest, and the sisters come to life on the page to such an extent that it 
made me feel like I know them.

Elizabeth, Mary, and Sophia Peabody were in many ways our American Brontes. The story of these remarkable sisters 
— and their central role in shaping the thinking of their day — has never before been fully told. Twenty years in the 
making, Megan Marshall's monumental biograpy brings the era of creative ferment known as American Romanticism 
to new life. Elizabeth, the oldest sister, was a mind-on-fire thinker. A powerful influence on the great writers of the era 
— Emerson, Hawthorne, and Thoreau among them — she also published some of their earliest works. It was Elizabeth 
who prodded these newly minted Transcendentalists away from Emerson's individualism and toward a greater 
connection to others. Mary was a determined and passionate reformer who finally found her soul mate in the great 
educator Horace Mann. The frail Sophia was a painter who won the admiration of the preeminent society artists of the 
day. She married Nathaniel Hawthorne — but not before Hawthorne threw the delicate dynamics among the sisters 
into disarray. Marshall focuses on the moment when the Peabody sisters made their indelible mark on history. Her 
unprecedented research into these lives uncovered thousands of letters never read before as well as other previously 
unmined original sources. The Peabody Sisters casts new light on a legendary American era. Its publication is destined 
to become an event in American biography. This book is highly recommended for students and reading groups 
interested in American history, American literature, and women's studies. It is a wonderful look into 19th-century life. 

From Publishers WeeklyStarred . Marshall's outstanding debut is a triple biography making clear that Margaret Fuller 



wasn't the only woman of substance in Transcendentalist circles in 19th-century Massachusetts. The Peabody sisters 
were bright, gifted, independent and influential; they knew a host of notables, from Abigail Adams to Ralph Waldo 
Emerson. Oldest sister Elizabeth, who according to Marshall helped start the Transcendentalist movement, ran a 
school with Bronson Alcott, who named his third daughter in her honor. Mary made a name for herself first as a 
teacher and writer, and as the wife of educational reformer Horace Mann, who founded Antioch College. Youngest 
sister Sophia was an artist whose work included illustrations for her husband, Nathaniel Hawthorne. Only Elizabeth, 
by all accounts the most intellectual of the sisters, never married, though she was in love with both Hawthorne and 
Mann before either man fell for her sisters—the bonds among the three survived, but they were, in Marshall's words, 
"prone to covert rivalries and shifting alliances." Marshall has distilled 20 years of research into a book that brings the 
sisters to life, along with their extended family and friends, and the time in which they matured: a time, Marshall 
notes, that allowed women to be on a more equal footing than they would enjoy later in the century. The only problem 
is that her book ends far too soon, covering barely the first half of the sisters' lives, the half the author finds more 
creative and illuminating. 57 bw illus. Agent, Katinka Matson.(Apr. 13) Copyright © Reed Business Information, a 
division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From Bookmarks MagazineMarshall immersed herself for two 
decades in every scrap of information available about the Peabody sisters. She has not only recreated their world, but 
also—has appropriately placed them at the center of many important 19th-century reform movements. No longer will 
Margaret Fuller reign as the lone woman in Transcendentalist circles. The only point of disagreement among 
reviewers is whether Marshall should have ended the book when she did; the biography takes us through roughly half 
of the Peabodys’ lives and careers. Dare we hope there’s a sequel in the offing? Copyright © 2004 Phillips Nelson 
Media, Inc.From Booklist*Starred * Although two of the three Peabody sisters were married to prominent men--Mary, 
the middle sister, to educator Horace Mann and artistic Sophia, the youngest, to Nathaniel Hawthorne--it is their lives 
as single women that interest Marshall. In carving out roles for themselves, they had the example of their mother, 
whose passion for learning survived a difficult, impoverished childhood and disappointing marriage. All three sisters 
were talented, but it was the force of oldest sister Elizabeth's intellect and drive that made them part of the New 
England circle that also included Bronson Alcott, Ralph Waldo Emerson, and Margaret Fuller. A gifted teacher, 
Elizabeth collaborated with Alcott in his progressive Temple School. From her Boston bookstore, the center of the 
transcendentalist movement, she published the Dial as well as several of Hawthorne's early works. Later, with Mary 
and Horace Mann, she founded the American kindergarten movement. This book is the result of 20 years of research, 
but despite its 100 pages of notes and daunting length, it is an engrossing account, replete with both penetrating 
insights and interesting details. It brings these remarkable women to life and reminds us what struggles our 
foremothers faced when they tried to make full use of their powers. Mary Ellen QuinnCopyright © American Library 
Association. All rights reserved 


