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John Costello : The Pacific War: 1941-1945  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised The Pacific War: 1941-1945: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Freshman to the TopicBy John ThurstonKnowing virtually nothing 
about the war in the Pacific, I came across the recently published Ambrose book, The Pacific. One review promptly 
told me that the title was misleading and definitely did not cover the entire war in the Pacific. I was intrigued to gain 
an overall knowledge of that war, so I researched and came across this Costello edition. It fit the bill. For one who 
wants a thorough overview of the Pacific theater in World War II, look no further.2 of 2 people found the following 
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review helpful. best book on war I've readBy ShannonThis book is about war, not battles. It gives history with strategy 
and motivation from each perspective. It's about a contest and I felt, as a reader, there was a scoreboard I could see that 
reflected the gains and losses and forward thrust of the game. It's history so you know the outcome but it's also about 
when the participants knew the outcome and how they played the game going forward.There's books for battles and 
individuals; this is about the why and the how.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
jscantoneGreat informative narrative!

The definitive one-volume history of World War II in the Pacific theater, The Pacific War was the first book to weave 
together the separate stories of the fighting in China, Malaya, Burma, the East Indies, the Philippines, New Guinea, the 
Solomon Islands, and the Aleutians. Now available with a new cover, John Costello’s classic work provides a 
brilliantly clear account of one of the most massive movements of men and arms in military history.

“Clearly the best one-volume treatment of the subject now in print.” (Library Journal)From the Back CoverJohn 
Costello's The Pacific War has now established itself as the standard one-volume account of World War II in the 
Pacific. Never before have the separate stories of fighting in China, Malaya, Burma, the East Indies, the Phillipines, 
New Guinea, the Solomon Islands, and the Aleutians been so brilliantly woven together to provide a clear account of 
one of the most massive movements of men and arms in history. The complex social, political, and economic causes 
that underlay the war are here carefully analyzed, impelling the reader to see it as the inevitable conclusion to a series 
of historical events. And the bloody fighting that indelibly recorded names like Midway and Iwo Jima in the annals of 
human conflict is described in detail, through its ominous conclusion in the mushroom clouds of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. 


