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Carlos Arnaldo Schwantes : The Pacific Northwest: An Interpretive History (Revised and Enlarged Edition) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Pacific Northwest: 
An Interpretive History (Revised and Enlarged Edition): 

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. SUPERB!By mrs.peapodThe Pacific Northwest: An Interpretive 
History by Carlos Schwantes is one of the BEST texts in any area I've read in a LONG time. The length, at first, 
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seemed daunting but Schwantes' easy style - more like narrative than anything - massages the reader into turning page 
after page, long into the night. Though the dates are there, the subchapters are tight and concise and the reader never 
feels * forced * to continue. Indeed, the author seems so in love with his topic that the facility of his writing compels 
the reader to become mesmerized by the topic. Schwantes moves from point to point with the sort of story-telling 
grace usually reserved for literary fiction writers. I do not live in the Pacific Northwest but have loved all aspects of 
American history over my nearly-70-years of life. This eye-opening book is a delight for the true scholar. Though I 
approached such a long book with trepidation, my delight in finding the "facts" so seamlessly interwoven with real 
people - Native, European, Russian, Spanish, French, and Asian - made the reading of this text emotional. There were 
times I actually wept, the stories are that powerful. I congratulate the author in achieving a masterpiece, one that is 
touching, readable, and informative. This book is a MUST for serious students of Pacific Northwest history - and all 
other history students in general who seek to broaden their knowledge of this great country through its great 
moments - as well as the ones we wish never happened. If you love history, you are well aware of the highs and lows 
of all peoples. This particular text lets you see, without bias, how the great Pacific Northwest Region came to be what 
it is today. There are REAL PEOPLE in this book! You'll get to know them - and the power struggles for land, gold, 
and political and religious gain that compelled their story onward over hundreds of years. History is not just dry data 
when written by a master like Schwantes. Pick up a copy, learn something new - and enjoy!0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. A great overview of this region, well documented and indexedBy George C.A 
comprehensive overview of the history of this region. The index helps make it a resource book to keep on the shelf. 
Several events are somewhat detailed, but leaves me wishing for more. This is expected and good. As an avid reader 
of history, there are in fact many good books written with the detail desired. This is a perfect jumping off place to look 
for those detailed, often first person, accounts. This history fairly covers all three states the author has chosen to 
include in his account of the Pacific Northwest. Well written and well documented. The many tables of historically 
significant facts are in every instance useful to the understanding. I was born in Idaho and mostly raised in Western 
Washington in the 40's and 50's before moving to Alaska in 1964. I returned to Idaho in 2011 and continue to read all I 
can about this region.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Walla Walla Comm College 
/JacksonA classic!

Carlos Arnaldo Schwantes has revised and expanded the entire work, which is still the most comprehensive and 
balanced history of the region. This edition contains significant additional material on early mining in the Pacific 
Northwest, sea routes to Oregon in the early discovery and contact period, the environment of the region, the impact of 
the Klondike gold rush, and politics since 1945. Recent environmental controversies, such as endangered salmon runs 
and the spotted owl dispute, have been addressed, as has the effect of the Cold War on the region’s economy. The 
author has also expanded discussion of the roles of women and minorities and updated statistical information.

From Library JournalSchwantes surveys the economic and social history of the Pacific Northwest (Washington, 
Oregon, Idaho) from the time of the first white-Indian contact to 1987. He focuses on three major themes: economic 
development based on natural resources, the urbanization of society, and an increasing concern for the environment. 
The analysis is generally careful and the writing clear, but the chapters dealing with the 1890-1914 period are 
somewhat disjointed and contain some unsupported assertions, making it difficult to trace the course of Populism and 
Progressivism. Nevertheless, this is a useful survey and can be recommended for most collections.- Stephen H. Peters, 
Northern Michigan Univ. Lib., MarquetteCopyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc. "This eminently readable 
book provides a refreshing current perspective on the Northwest... More than 100 illustrations, maps, and figures 
drawn from archival repositories in Oregon, Washington, and Idaho provide a valuable visual dimension ... an 
excellent synthesis."-Journal of the West Journal of the West "Essential reading ... an excellent overview of the 
region... The well-chosen photographs are a superb counterpoint to the text... Arguably the best collection of photos 
and drawings anywhere in print that illustrate the whole of Northwest history."-Seattle Post-Intelligencer Seattle Post-
Intelligencer "A superb book."-Columbia ColumbiaFrom the Back CoverThis second edition contains significant 
additional material on early mining in the Pacific Northwest, sea routes to Oregon in the early discovery and contact 
period, the environment of the region, the impact of the Klondike gold rush, and politics since 1945. 


