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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent review of 1952-53 in the Korean WarBy Harvey 
SeyfangThe book's contents is well written well for a thorough understanding of what the Marines faced.. I wanted to 
read about the Korean (Forgotten) War and this books is spot on.9 of 9 people found the following review helpful. A 
Spectacularly Accurate AccountBy William T. Cole Jr.I was a Marine inductee (draftee) who served in Korea from 
September 1952 till August 1953. This was the so-called "Stalemate" portion of the war. Just read this volume of Lee 
Ballinger's account of "The Outpost War" and you'll laugh at the use of the word.."Stalemate". Lee tells it like it was..a 
vicious, bloody conflict with crummy little pock marked hills being fought over every night and scores of Marines 
being killed and wounded for a few useless acres of ground. What a terrible waste of young Americans! Lee has also 
written another (follow up) book (The Final Crucible") which takes us through the final battles of 1953 to the armistice 
at Panmunjom.I urge everybody who has the slightest interest in the last years of the Korean War to purchase these 
two wonderful books from .1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Not just historyBy RWDI led the 2nd 
Platoon, Able Company, 1st Battalion, 7th Marines in the night attack on Hill 104 on the night of May 16th, 1952. I 
was seriously injured in the fighting and was eventually evacuated to the States.The book is a accurate but sketchy. All 
the details of combat are most difficult to put into words, but Ballenger gives it a good try.Colonel R.W. Dayhuff, 
USMC(Ret)

In 1952, overriding political objectives compelled UN forces to abandon the pursuit of decisive victory in Korea. The 
Outpost War tells the story of the First Marine Division's move to western Korea, where these assault-trained troops 
were ordered to dig in and fight a defensive war. It describes their deadly learning curve and includes reports on such 
battles as Bunker Hill and the Hook. The use of previously unpublished archival material blended with first-person 
oral accounts places the reader on the battle line.


