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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great information, but...By Jerry LoseeIt often seemed repetitive and 
disorganized. If it were not for these minor shortcomings, it would deserve five stars. As stated, the information is 
terrific, especially for a lifelong Michigander such as myself. It reveals the underlying and fundamental issues that 
have plagued Detroit for nearly a century. Sugrue does so through the corporate, economic, societal, racial, 
organizational, religious, and governmental roles. All of his facts and statistics are cited extensively. In short, if you 
are interested in such topics, The Origins of Urban Crisis is for you!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Great readBy Jared B SmithI really enjoyed this book. It opened my eyes to how little I know about some of the 
details of American history. The content of the book is especially relevant after the surprise Trump victory in the 
recent election. If you are interested understanding how American cities developed after world war 2, this is a must 
read!I only gave the book four stars because it feels scattered at times in the way it moved through history and across 
topics.As noted by other reviewers, sometimes the book is heavy on fact and light on a higher level organizations. A 
theme of the book is that the story is in the details. Yet the details are hard to make sense of without a little more 
overarching structure or narrative.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Must read for those interetsted in 
labor history, post war history, and race relations in the USBy Historian_ClayI dont agree with Sugrue's politics but i 
like his books.This is a fantastic read and it is well researched. It is a must read for those interested in civil rights, labor 
history, and post-war history.You dont have to agree with all of his politics but his conclusions for the most part are 
spot on.Fantastic read on labor migration.One of the good ones.

Once America's "arsenal of democracy," Detroit over the last fifty years has become the symbol of the American urban 
crisis. In this reappraisal of racial and economic inequality in modern America, Thomas Sugrue explains how Detroit 
and many other once prosperous industrial cities have become the sites of persistent racialized poverty. He challenges 
the conventional wisdom that urban decline is the product of the social programs and racial fissures of the 1960s. 
Probing beneath the veneer of 1950s prosperity and social consensus, Sugrue traces the rise of a new ghetto, solidified 
by changes in the urban economy and labor market and by racial and class segregation. In this provocative revision of 
postwar American history, Sugrue finds cities already fiercely divided by race and devastated by the exodus of 
industries. He focuses on urban neighborhoods, where white working-class homeowners mobilized to prevent 
integration as blacks tried to move out of the crumbling and overcrowded inner city. Weaving together the history of 
workplaces, unions, civil rights groups, political organizations, and real estate agencies, Sugrue finds the roots of 
today's urban poverty in a hidden history of racial violence, discrimination, and deindustrialization that reshaped the 
American urban landscape after World War II. In a new preface, Sugrue discusses the ongoing legacies of the postwar 
transformation of urban America and engages recent scholars who have joined in the reassessment of postwar urban, 
political, social, and African American history.

Winner of the 1998 Bancroft Prize in American History Winner of the 1997 Philip Taft Prize in Labor History Winner 
of the 1996 President's Book Award, Social Science History Association Winner of the 1997 Best Book in North 
American Urban History Award, Urban History Association One of Choice's Outstanding Academic Titles for 
1997Praise for Princeton's previous edition:"[Sugrue's] disciplined historical engagement with a complex, often 
inglorious, past offers a compelling model for understanding how race and the Rust Belt converged to create the 
current impasse."--America Praise for Princeton's previous edition: "A splendid book that does no less than transform 
our understanding of United States history after 1940."--Labor History About the AuthorThomas J. Sugrue is Edmund 
J. and Louise W. Kahn Professor of History and Sociology at the University of Pennsylvania. 


