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David Williams : The Old South: A Brief History with Documents  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Old South: A Brief History with Documents: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great textbook!By GahistorianThis is a fantastic book written for 
use in the college classroom. It is a brief history, as the title suggests, so everything isn't covered. However, what is 
covered, accompanied with primary sources, are arranged topically, and mostly in chronological order (the main 
difference is that Indian removal and slavery are divided into seperate chapters for clarity and flow). I used this book 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0881464848


for the first time in my 2111 class, and the entire class read the book and learned a great deal. If freshmen in college 
read and enjoy this book, then you should too!

Sheds new light on the people and events that shaped the South in ways that affect the region and the nation to this 
day. Each chapter is accompanied by documents that illuminate the South's people in intimate and telling ways. The 
story begins with a survey of the South's first peoples and the eventual intrusion by Europeans, resulting in a clash of 
cultures that transformed societies. Subsequent struggles for land and power, strategies to subdue and enslave, and 
efforts to resist and survive laid the foundations of what would become a distinct region called the South. During the 
American Revolution, that region passed out of the British Empire, birthed in a conflict that was as much a civil war as 
a war for independence, especially for Southerners. Over the following decades, Native Americans were relentlessly 
driven out as the South moved west, establishing an agriculturally based society and economy dominated by a 
slaveholding minority. Facing pressures against them from within the South as well as without, slaveholders sought to 
make slavery perpetual in a war that pitted not only North against South, but also Southerners against each other. 
Barely a year into the war, an Atlanta newspaper wrote: "If we are defeated, it will be by the people at home." And so 
the Confederacy was defeated, not only by Union armies, in which nearly half a million Southern men served, but also 
by opposition on the home front.
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