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Scott C. Williamson : THE NARRATIVE LIVE  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised THE NARRATIVE LIVE: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great insight into Frederick Douglass' thoughtBy 
ImYourHuckleberryThis book was very insightful, and I felt that Williamson did a great job on drawing from a wide 
variety of sources to substantiate his core ideas. Contra past Douglass writers, he seeks to bring out the ideological, 
theological and practical tensions that Douglass lived with, rather than presenting Douglass' development as distinct 
stages of thought. He illustrates how Douglass' early faith in God and sense of moral agency transformed into a faith 
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which urged him to action on his behalf and on the behalf of other enslaved people. Williamson especially focuses on 
the effects of Douglass' early life (born a slave, on the East Shore of Maryland, to particular owners who gave his 
particular opportunities, etc). He traces these early impressions on Douglass' identity through his life, demonstrating 
how other experiences colored and transformed his ideas and identity. The writing is a little weak, but it reads fairly 
well (I suspect it is a dissertation-turned-book).
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