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Robert M. Edsel : The Monuments Men: Allied Heroes, Nazi Thieves and the Greatest Treasure Hunt in 
History  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The 
Monuments Men: Allied Heroes, Nazi Thieves and the Greatest Treasure Hunt in History: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Interesting ReadBy JeanA few years ago, on a trip to St. Louis, 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1599951509


Missouri and I toured their well-known art museum. I noted a number of paintings on loan by a Jewish family that 
stated the paintings were returned to the family by the Monument Men. I said to myself I need to read the book. 
Finally, I just did.From 1939 to the end of World War II, the Nazis Army seized priceless paintings, sculptures, 
tapestries and other artworks from museum, palaces, cathedrals and private homes. The Nazi plundered everything and 
carted it off to Germany. The Allied Forces created a group called the MFAA (Monuments, Fine Art and Archives) 
Division. This group consisted of men and women who were curators, archivists, art historians and artist. Their job 
was to find and return the art to its owners.The book is well written and researched. Edsel examined family letters and 
records, museum and church archives and even the Nazi archives. The book got off to a slow start but the ending was 
much more interesting. Sometimes it read like a detective story. I found the repetitiveness very annoying. I found the 
story interesting but the way the book was written just did not grab me as I felt it should. It is a hard thing to explain. I 
am only going to give this book a three rating instead of a four because the author never managed to obtain that 
something to make the book great. The book was 468 pages. I read the e-book on my Kindle app for my iPad.1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. Quite interesting look at World War II and the soul-uplifting work of men 
and women fighting to save cultural heritageBy kbirdlincolnSo I live in a house that has connection to a Monument 
Man in Minnesota, so I thought it behooved me to read the book that made the Monument Men famous.The book 
pretty much ensures that a reader will both understand the logistical difficulties (no actual unit, no access to 
transportation, constantly having to ask other military personnel for help), the danger (booby-trapped caches of loot, 
dank salt mines filled with art and explosives, German soldier ambush), and the heroic nature of the Monument Men's 
job (especially those who worked in Germany and had to reconcile risk to life and limb to save cultural heritage sites 
like Aachen Cathedral after touring devastating places like Dachau).What an incredible job they did. What incredible 
people who believed so passionately in art that they would endure war conditions to attempt to save what the Nazis 
looted or destroyed.A pleasant surprise for me was learning about the handful of Monument Men the book focuses on 
through both biography and letters. I particularly enjoyed learning about Lincoln Kirstein (my name doppelganger) 
who I thought mostly of as a ballet guy, but who turned out to be more of a Renaissance man in his abilities and 
proclivities than I had understood. But the others focused on this book (Rorimer, Ettlinger, Posey, Stout, etc) also 
come alive in their individuality, their specialities, and their connections to Europeans and family back home.Of 
course, I couldn't help feeling like the author maybe presented the Monuments Men in their best possible light. George 
Stout is almost saint-like in his expertise, desire to save German monuments, and empathy for the victims of war.And 
at times, for me (who is not a World War II history buff or veteran) the dwelling on various troop movements and 
battles was a bit much. I yearned for more descriptions of the actual finding of the artwork, but that could be a bit of a 
personal preference.Quite interesting look at World War II that's definitely worth a look if you enjoyed the movie. 
Certainly gives some perspective to some of the movie characters.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Persevered and Preserved the PastBy R. DelPartoThe history of World War II contains many dimensions that continue 
to be discovered or revisited. Robert M. Edsel writes of the 350 men and women that helped to retrieve and save the 
most historic pieces of artwork created in art history from Hitler and the Nazis. The Monuments Men: Allied Heroes, 
Nazi Thieves, and the Greatest Treasure Hunt in History is their story and shows from 1943-1951. But their attempts 
to preserve the past first came about within the actual buildings that housed these works, churches, museums, and 
other monuments that became prone to damage during the war. And thereafter during the war, it was their 
responsibility to locate the five million movable works and cultural artifacts that were stolen by the Nazis, which 
included works by Leonardo Da Vinci, Jan Vermeer, Rembrandt, Michelangelo, and Donatello and the pieces that 
were the highlight of Edsel’s book, the Ghent Altar pieces, Bayeaux Tapestry, and painting of Mother and Child. For 
students of art appreciation, to see how history intertwines with art beyond H.W. Janson’s History of Art, Edsel 
widens the perspective and understanding.Edsel covers much ground in the hunt to uncover the pieces of art that 
occurred in France, Netherlands, Germany, and Austria. He does a good job to outline each of the important 
individuals that were a part of the Monuments Men, which ranged from established and distinguishable persons that 
were experts in their field of museum and historical preservation and they came from all over the world. Deanne 
Keller and Frederick Hart and George Stout, Rose Valland, and Robert Posey from America, John Bryan Ward-
Perkins from England, and the hundreds involved. And their training such as Stout’s focused on understanding raw 
materials, degradation and cause of deterioration, and preparation to prevent deterioration and damage, which would 
be beneficial once he delved in the race against time to save the artworks. Stout applied preservation and conservation 
and scientific principles to paintings and visual art. However, the Monuments were a different unit from the rest of the 
forces that served in Europe due to their backgrounds and the resources that they were and were not provided, they 
served as only advisors and could not impose any orders on any official or rank, and they had limited access to 
vehicles, offices, support staff, and any back up plans. In essence, they were a unique group in the war.After reading 
the Monuments Men, one may have a better appreciation for this part of history. The format of the book provided a 
great scope of information and visual presentation, which alternated between stories of the Monuments and the origins 
and the events related to the Third Reich plans and up to the discovery of the artworks. For the Kindle edition, maps 
may have been helpful and the photographs may have been dispersed within each chapter rather than at the end of the 



book.

At the same time Adolf Hitler was attempting to take over the western world, his armies were methodically seeking 
and hoarding the finest art treasures in Europe. The Fuehrer had begun cataloguing the art he planned to collect as well 
as the art he would destroy: "degenerate" works he despised.In a race against time, behind enemy lines, often unarmed, 
a special force of American and British museum directors, curators, art historians, and others, called the Monuments 
Men, risked their lives scouring Europe to prevent the destruction of thousands of years of culture. Focusing on the 
eleven-month period between D-Day and V-E Day, this fascinating account follows six Monuments Men and their 
impossible mission to save the world's great art from the Nazis.

From Publishers WeeklyWWII was the most destructive war in history and caused the greatest dislocation of cultural 
artifacts. Hundreds of thousands of items remain missing. The main burden fell to a few hundred men and women, 
curators and archivists, artists and art historians from 13 nations. Their task was to save and preserve what they could 
of Europe's great art, and they were called the Monuments Men. (Coincidentally or not, this book appears only briefly 
after Ilaria Dagnini Brey's The Venus Fixers: The Untold Story of the Allied Soldiers Who Saved Italy's Art During 
World War II, s, June 1.) Edsel has presented their achievements in documentaries and photographs. He and Witter 
(coauthor of the bestselling Dewey) are no less successful here. Focusing on the organization's role in northwest 
Europe, they describe the Monuments Men from their initial mission to limit combat damage to structures and artifacts 
to their changed focus of locating missing items. Most had been stolen by the Nazis. In southern Germany alone, over 
a thousand caches emerged, containing everything from church bells to insect collections. The story is both engaging 
and inspiring. In the midst of a total war, armies systematically sought to mitigate cultural loss. (Sept. 3) Copyright © 
Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. "After World War Two I served as a 
British member of the 'Monuments' section in Germany. Our task, I believe, was truly important - we were restoring to 
Europe evidence of its own civilization, which the War seemed virtually to have destroyed - and I was lucky to have 
had a chance to participate. It is excellent that Mr Edsel has now recorded this remarkable episode, and I am grateful 
to him for devoting so much energy to telling the stories of those involved." -- Anne Olivier Bell "Highly Readable ... 
a remarkable history" * Washington Post * "Engaging and inspiring" * Publishers Weekly *About the AuthorRobert 
Edsel began his career in the oil and gas exploration business. In 1996 he moved to Europe to pursue his interests in 
the arts. Settling in Florence seeing some of the great works, he wondered how all of the monuments and art treasures 
survived the devastation of World War II. During the ensuing years, he devoted himself to finding the answer. In the 
process, he commissioned major research that has resulted in this book. Robert also coproduced the related 
documentary film, The Rape of Europa, and cowrote Rescuing Da Vinci, a photographic history of an art heist of epic 
proportions and the Allied rescue effort. The author lives in Dallas. Bret Witter cowrote the bestseller Dewey: The 
Small-Town Library Cat Who Touched the World (Grand Central, 2008). He lives in Louisville, KY. 


