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Peter Jackson : The Mongols and the Islamic World: From Conquest to Conversion  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Mongols and the Islamic World: From 
Conquest to Conversion: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. When Mongols Met MuslimsBy dmiguerThis is an excellent 
alternative to some of the books written recently by dilettantes of Mongol history. Like his colleagues David Morgan 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=030012533X


and George Lane, Peter Jackson is a respected expert in the field. He is a proponent of the rehabilitating idea that the 
Mongol empire helped modernize the medieval world. The study of interactions between Mongols and Muslims is not 
new, but this book offers a fresh take on a relatively rare topic.After an introduction to the medieval sources, chapters 
on Central Asia before the conquests, the origins of the Mongols and their westward military advances are delivered 
without undue delay. The consolidation of their political organization, further campaigns, breakup of unified rule and 
the advent of internecine warfare are also reviewed in a scholarly manner.The narrative thrust of these earlier chapters 
is then developed into topical sections on the Pax Mongolica and intercontinental commerce, Muslim states as client 
kingdoms, religious interactions with the infidel rulers, and the eventual Islamization of the ruling class.Many books 
relegate discussion of primary and secondary sources to footnotes and bibliographies. In this account Jackson 
integrates his examination of source materials into the text. This feature and the focus on the conflicts with the 
declining world power of Islam distinguish the book from others in the field. It is a solid entry to an underserved 
segment of world history.1 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Good Book for History BuffsBy 
GeowanderlandThis book brings both chronological events as well as some brief general parts. For example culture or 
art of war, which don’t necessarily need dates or names to be explained. And this is the part I enjoyed, and I think that 
is what would appeal to mass audience. The chronological events are detailed with dates and names (as anyone would 
expect), but this makes the read more appropriate for buffs of history.

An epic historical consideration of the Mongol conquest of Western Asia and the spread of Islam during the years of 
non-Muslim rule The Mongol conquest of the Islamic world began in the early thirteenth century when Genghis Khan 
and his warriors overran Central Asia and devastated much of Iran. Distinguished historian Peter Jackson offers a fresh 
and fascinating consideration of the years of infidel Mongol rule in Western Asia, drawing from an impressive array of 
primary sources as well as modern studies to demonstrate how Islam not only survived the savagery of the conquest, 
but spread throughout the empire. This unmatched study goes beyond the well-documented Mongol campaigns of 
massacre and devastation to explore different aspects of an immense imperial event that encompassed what is now 
Iran, Iraq, Turkey, and Afghanistan, as well as Central Asia and parts of eastern Europe. It examines in depth the 
cultural consequences for the incorporated Islamic lands, the Muslim experience of Mongol sovereignty, and the 
conquerors’ eventual conversion to Islam.

About the AuthorPeter Jackson is emeritus professor of medieval history at Keele University and has written on the 
Crusades, the eastern Islamic world, and the Mongols. His previous books include The Mongols and the West, 
1221–1410. He lives in Staffordshire, UK. 


