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Mary Pipher : The Middle of Everywhere: Helping Refugees Enter the American Community  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Middle of Everywhere: 
Helping Refugees Enter the American Community: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Kudos to Mary Pipher!By WillcaAs someone who's taught adult 
ESL and been a volunteer mentor to immigrants for decades, I was amazed at how accurately this book portrays the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0156027372


immigrant experience. I had given my origional copy away, and ordered this one because I really wanted to have a 
copy on hand. If you work with immigrants, or just want to understand their lives, this book is essential. Even though 
the book is older now, the information is still relevant.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A good intro 
to the world of refugeesBy CustomerOverall it gives good perspectives on refugees and their acculturation process. It 
is especially helpful for communities that are historically more homogeneous but quickly changing as refugees are 
settled in rural cities. I related to many view points living in a rural MN town that has recently increased its refugee 
population.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. This Book will Change Your ThinkingBy KKehlerToo 
bad most won't bother even wanting to read about the subject of Refugees in our country - but if you are this is an 
excellent read! Eye opening details, information and true stories that we don't hear in the media, don't learn about from 
our educational system or our government. I am changed by this book - period.

Over the past decade, Mary Pipher has been a great source of wisdom, helping us to better understand our family 
members. Now she connects us with the newest members of the American family--refugees. In cities all over the 
country, refugees arrive daily. Lost Boys from Sudan, survivors from Kosovo, families fleeing Afghanistan and 
Vietnam: they come with nothing but the desire to experience the American dream. Their endurance in the face of 
tragedy and their ability to hold on to the virtues of family, love, and joy are a lesson for Americans. Their stories will 
make you laugh and weep--and give you a deeper understanding of the wider world in which we live. The Middle of 
Everywhere moves beyond the headlines into the homes of refugees from around the world. Working as a cultural 
broker, teacher, and therapist, Mary Pipher has once again opened our eyes--and our hearts--to those with whom we 
share the future.

.com Though Lincoln, Nebraska, seems a strange gathering place for refugees from all corners of the globe, it is the 
setting for Mary Pipher's The Middle of Everywhere, an ardent, anecdotal, and at times moving study of some new 
arrivals to the United States. Pipher emphasizes the resiliency of the refugees--from Laos, Bosnia, Northern Iraq, 
Sudan, Afghanistan, and the former Soviet Union--whose homeland tales of death, privation, torture, and multi-
pronged persecution vary only in the details. In America the refugees must learn a new language and pick their way 
among the temptations and wonders of a complex land. Does a Publishers Clearing House notice mean one is a 
millionaire? What is aluminum foil? Is an overdue library book a jailable offense? Pipher visits classrooms and homes 
and offers extended portraits of a female family of Kurds and a bewildered clan of Sudanese, as well as snapshots of 
many other refugees. She is a harsh critic of the Immigration and Naturalization Service and an advocate of "cultural 
brokers"--the social adjustment equivalent of practical nurses. --H. O'BillovichFrom Publishers Weekly"I saw my 
father and grandfather shot in our living room," says Anton, a Bosnian teen who now lives in Nebraska. His teachers 
see him as a potential suicide, and he struggles to make sense of being an American high school student. Profiling 
Anton and other refugees from around the world Russia, Croatia, Yemen, Hungary, Somalia, Ethiopia, Sierra Leone 
bestselling author Pipher (Reviving Ophelia), drawing upon anthropology, sociology and psychology, offers a deft, 
moving portrait of the complexity of American life. Pipher, a family therapist in Lincoln, Neb., where these 
immigrants all live, is interested in the effects of globalization how it affects people's relationships, their sense of 
place, their identities. She writes in rich, empathetic language and with a keen, observant eye for detail and nuance. 
Her relationships with her subjects range widely: she is a surrogate parent to a family of four children orphaned during 
the Sudanese civil war; to others she is "cultural broker," for instance, helping an Iraqi family understand the 
difference between what they see on television and the realities of everyday American life. As in Another Country, her 
book about aging parents, Pipher writes directly and movingly about the complications of people's lives in a constant 
culture clash but is mindful to place them in a clearly defined social and political setting. Noting that after September 
11, "we are all refugees from what was once our America," Pipher's ambitious undertaking of combining personal 
stories with global politics is wonderfully realized. (Apr.)Forecast: Given Pipher's record and the increased attention 
by Americans to foreigners in our midst, this should sell handsomely.Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, 
Inc.From School Library JournalAdult/High School-A psychologist turns her descriptive and analytic lens on her 
hometown of Lincoln, NE, and its recent experiences with war-scarred immigrants from Europe, Asia, Latin America, 
and Africa. Much of Pipher's work and personal interactions with Bosnians, Kurds, Dinkas, Vietnamese, and others 
have been with people on the cusp of adolescence through young adulthood, an appealing range for their peers to read 
about here. The author recounts experiences in English Language Learner classrooms, with individuals referred to her 
for psychotherapy, and with refugees whom she and her husband have befriended so as to serve as "cultural brokers" 
in a strange new land requiring a winter wardrobe, regular school attendance, and job-interview skills. Pipher 
emphasizes the culturally specific norms she carries with her and deconstructs how these and the norms of the young 
people who have come from war zones in Sudan, after flight from Iraq, and years of exile in Germany and other 
circumstances offer everyone involved the opportunity to grow as human beings and become more fully engaged in 
the experiences of others. Student researchers, nascent psychologists, and native- and nonnative-born teens will find 
this is absorbing discussion material.Francisca Goldsmith, Berkeley Public Library, CACopyright 2003 Reed Business 
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