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Alden C., Jr. Ellis : The Massachusetts Andrew Sharpshooters: A Civil War History and Roster  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Massachusetts Andrew 
Sharpshooters: A Civil War History and Roster: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Reilly Rhodesvery informative, well researched. Told 
in an interesting way.

Soon after the American Civil War ended, written histories appeared recounting the wartime exploits of almost every 
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military unit on both sides of the fighting. The Andrew Sharpshooters of Massachusetts, however, were an exception. 
Named for Governor John Albion Andrew--who prevented the sharpshooters from joining the nationalized Berdan's 
sharpshooters so that their families could continue to receive state aid--the Andrew Sharpshooters often transferred 
from unit to unit as the need for their unique, long-range shooting skills changed. As a result, other regimental 
accounts mention them, but their own history has never been recorded. This first chronicle of the Massachusetts 
Andrew Sharpshooters details their day-to-day activities and their courageous service at Seven Pines, Antietam, 
Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, and numerous other Civil War battles. Thorough historical and 
genealogical information on every man who served in the unit completes this study of these significant but overlooked 
foot soldiers.

"I heartily recommend Alden (Tom) Ellis' The Massachusetts Andrew Sharpshooters to all scholars of the civil war. It 
is an eminently educational and enjoyable book that relates on a personal level the trials, tribulations and courage of 
the sharpshooters of the 1st 2nd Co.'s of Massachusetts Sharpshooters, organized at the behest of Gov. John Andrews 
by Cpt. Jack Saunders in 1861. The book and Tom's presentation to our Civil War Roundtable of Central 
Massachusetts were fascinating."--Bob Carlson, President of CWRTCM.About the AuthorAlden C. Ellis, Jr., is the 
author of one other book about Massachusetts's role in the Civil War and served as a consultant and advisor for the 
Civil War movie Lady in Black. 


