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From Joseph Pierro : The Maryland Campaign of September 1862: Ezra A. Carman's Definitive Study of the 
Union and Confederate Armies at Antietam  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised The Maryland Campaign of September 1862: Ezra A. Carman's Definitive Study of the Union 
and Confederate Armies at Antietam: 

20 of 21 people found the following review helpful. A major work published at lastBy James W. DurneyWe have been 
very lucky to have two important manuscripts published in the last year. First, Savas Beatie published the Cunningham 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0415956285


dissertation as "Shiloh and the Western Campaign of 1862" in 2007. Now, Routledge brings us the Ezra Carman 
manuscript on Antietam. These happy events are an opportunity to improve our scholarship on two important and 
often over looked battles.Ezra Ayers Carman led the 13th New Jersey, Third Brigade, First Division, Twelfth Corps on 
September 17, 1862, fighting in the area of the Dunkard Church. After the war, he held a number of government 
position and was active in veteran's organizations. He maintained a lifelong interest in Antietam and in 1894 received 
an appointment as Historical Expert to that battlefield's board. His mission was to gather and coordinate as many 
firsthand accounts as possible. He directed the writing of the historical markers and is responsible for the Antietam 
maps in the Atlas of the Battlefield of Antietam. He died in 1909, leaving behind a hand written manuscript covering 
his research and understanding of the campaign and battle. This manuscript is one of the foundation documents used in 
every book on the battle but, until now, was never available to the public.This is not a "my experiences at Antietam" 
book! This is a detailed, comprehensive campaign study of 24 chapters with extensive documentation and footnotes. 
Supplementing this is 15 appendices covering everything from army organization to the British perspective on the 
battle. While written 100 years ago, the author did a modern campaign study including national and international 
political considerations in addition to detailed battle studies.The editor has maintained the tempo and feel of Carman's 
writing. While cleaning up the worst of the grammar, he did not modernize the prose. This decision, keeps both the 
immediacy and feel of 19th Century military history. Some may object to this but I feel it is an important addition, 
reminding me that this is not a third or fourth person account.This is a LARGE book! Each page is about half again the 
size of a standard book and you will want a place to lay it flat for reading. There are no maps. The author assumes the 
reader would have access to an Atlas of the Battlefield of Antietam and did not include any. The editor has respected 
this and published without maps. I use my Trailhead Graphics Antietam National Battlefield map while reading to 
orientate me and keep the action is perspective. This is an invaluable reference work and a major improvement to my 
Civil War library.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A marvelous book that goes to great lengths to 
detail as much as possible about the Maryland Campaign.By SirGeorgeDespite the rather steep price, I was not at all 
regretful once I began the first few pages. The book is full of quotations, letters, and reports from generals and soldiers 
equally that all go towards painting the scene of the battles and marches in your mind. It is without doubt a must-get 
for those researching these battles, or the campaign itself.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five 
StarsBy No ExpectationsAs described and quickly shipped.

Completed in the early 1900s, The Maryland Campaign of September 1862 is still the essential source for anyone 
seeking understanding of the bloodiest day in all of American history. As the U.S. War Department’s official expert on 
the Battle of Antietam, Ezra Carman corresponded with and interviewed hundreds of other veterans from both sides of 
the conflict to produce a comprehensive history of the campaign that dashed the Confederacy’s best hope for 
independence and ushered in the Emancipation Proclamation. Nearly a century after its completion, Carman's 
manuscript has finally made its way into print, in an attractively packaged one-volume edition painstakingly edited, 
annotated, and indexed by Joseph Pierro. This edition, the first to publish the entire Carman manuscript, including the 
fifteen appendices, is designed for ease of use, with standardized punctuation and spelling, and conveniently footnoted 
explanations wherever necessary. The Maryland Campaign of September 1862 is a crucial document for anyone 
interested in delving below the surface of the military campaign that forever altered the course of American history, 
and is still the only complete edition of Carman's work on the market. **Due to an unfortunate case of mistaken 
identity, the man currently appearing in the frontispiece of The Maryland Campaign of September, 1862 is not the 
actual Ezra Carman, but someone who looks remarkably similar to him. The real Mr. Carman can be found at: 
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/cwp2003001783/PP/. We apologize for the mistake, and will correct this error in 
further printings.

The Ezra Carman manuscript is the definitive study of that bloody September day in 1862. By editing it Joseph Pierro 
has done a tremendous service to the field of Civil War studies. Indeed, this work is one of the most important Civil 
War publications to come out in decades. ?Ted Alexander, Chief Historian, Antietam National Battlefield Many 
accounts of Civil War battles were written in the decades after the war by soldiers who had participated in them. None 
rivals in accuracy and thoroughness Ezra Carman's study of the battles of South Mountain and Antietam, in which he 
fought as colonel of the 13th New Jersey. Students of the 1862 Maryland campaign have long relied on this 
manuscript as a vital source; Joseph Pierro's scrupulous editorial work has now made this detailed narrative accessible 
to everyone. A splendid achievement. ? James M. McPherson, author of Crossroads of Freedom: Antietam At last, 
after a century, Ezra A. Carman's The Maryland Campaign of September 1862 has received the attention it deserves.  
A Union veteran, Carman authored a remarkable primary study of the critical operations that ended along Antietam 
Creek.  Editor Joseph Pierro has given students of the Civil War and American history a most welcome and long 
overdue book.   ? Jeffry D. Wert, author of The Sword Of Lincoln: The Army of the Potomac My introduction to the 
Ezra A. Carman Papers at the Library of Congress and National Archives came in the spring of 1961. I was astounded 
and amazed by their depth and scope. The correspondence, troop movement maps, etc, along with Carman’s 



unpublished manuscript on the Antietam Campaign constitutes then as now an invaluable legacy to the American 
people by Carman and the veterans of Antietam. But for too long that resource has only been available to the general 
public as microfilm or by traveling to Washington. Now thanks to the publishers, and skilled, knowledgeable, 
sympathetic, but light-handed editor Joseph Pierro, an annotated copy of Carman’s masterpiece The Maryland 
Campaign of September 1862 will be available to the public. ? Edwin C. Bearss, author of Fields of Honor: Pivotal 
Battles of the Civil War Joseph Pierro brings into the open one of the great and largely unknown masterworks of Civil 
War history. Ezra Carman's work on Antietam is a fountainhead for study of that pivotal battle, written by a man who 
was in the fight and who spent most of his life studying and marking the battlefield. No student can afford to ignore 
this stunningly thorough and brilliantly edited classic. ? William C. Davis, author of Look Away! A History of the 
Confederate States of America Long-awaited good news for students of the Battle of Antietam...Mr. Pierro has taken 
the essential first step by moving Carman's unique and comprehensive manuscript out of the realm of the hard-to-find 
and -understand. Historians, students, and history buffs now can use invaluable Carman material as easily as other 
sources in studying what some call the most important battle of the Civil War. ? The Washington Times "The 
Maryland Campaign of September 1862 should be a part of every institutional Civil War library, as well as the 
bookshelf of serious students of the campaign" ? Andrew Wagenhoffer, Civil War Books and Authors, 
cwba.blogspot.comAbout the AuthorJoseph Pierro is a freelance writer and journalist. He received his M.A. in history 
from Virginia Tech and is active in numerous battlefield preservation and interpretation efforts. He lives in Hanover 
County, Virginia, and is a member of the Richmond Civil War Round Table. 


